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TO  THE 


PLYMPTON  St  MARY 

11  vt  t  a  l  5)  *  *  t  v  t  c  t  ®auitcth 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1904. 


Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  of  the  Plympton  St.  Mary 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1904. 

As  the  ieport  is  not  only  for  your  own  information,  but 
also  for  that  of  the  County  Council  and  the  Local  Government 
Board,  it  will  necessarily  contain  various  statements  which 
are  mere  repetitions  of  former  reports,  or  which  mav  appear 
superflous  to  you,  but  yet  are  of  importance  to  those  who  have 
lo  deriv e  their  knowledge  of  local  circumstances  and  questions 
directly  from  this  report.  It  will,  therefore,  be  arranged  on  the 
basis  suggested  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  will 
therefore  include:— 

(1)  A  brief  description  of  the  physical  features  and 
characters  of  the  District; 


0 

(-)  I  he  vital  statistics  ot  the  year  with  comparisons 
between  this  and  preceding  years. 

(3)  Notes  on  the  diseases  prevalent  during  the  vear,  and 
the  means  adopted  for  dealing  with  infectious  diseases 
especially ; 

(4)  A  description  in  detail  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
the  particular  parishes  and  villages,  with  notes  on  the 
work  done  during  the  year,  and  on  what  is  wanted  in 
die  future.  This  section  should  be  read  and  compared 
with  the  report  ot  your  Sanitarv  Inspector,  Mr. 
W.  E.  Horton. 

45)  Notes  i)n  the  powers  possessed  and  exercised  In 
you  over  Buildings,  Slaughterhouses;  Dairies,  Cow¬ 
sheds,  and  Milkshops ;  Bakehouses.  Factories,  and 
Workshops;  and  offensive  trades,  etc. 

In  the  table  of  statistics  it  will  be  noticed  that  I  have 
estimated  the  population  to  have  increased  from  last  vear. 
The  greatest  relative  increase  is  in  the  Southern  District, 
which  I  estimate  to  now  have  a  population  of  8.400  -this 
being  160  more  than  last  year.  In  the  Northern  District  I 
think  there  has  been  an  increase  of  120-  making  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  that  part  12,180. 

The  vear  has,  T  am  glad  to  say,  seen  much  good  work 
accomplished-  -the  particulars  of  which  are  detailed  in  various 
parts  of  this  report. 

The  corning  sear  will,  I  hope,  be  equalls  active  in  good 
works,  and  1  would  particularly  direct  (he  attention  of  die 
Council  to  die  following  important  local  necessities: 

(1)  A  water  suppls  for  Newton  Ferrers. 

(2)  A  drainage  scheme  for  Elburton. 

(3)  Improvement  in  the  drainage  scheme  at  Ermington. 

(4)  Improvement  in  the  sewage  disposal  of  Yealmpton. 
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and,  should  the  opportunity  arise — to  the  important  national 
necessities  of  a 

Compulsory  Re-vaccination  Bill; 

The  Bill  for  giving  Security  of  Tenure  to  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  Sanitnn  Inspectors;  and 

The  Codification  and  Simplification  of  the  present 
Public  Health  Acts. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 

S.  NOY  SCOTT, 

Medical.  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  I9O4. 


^I^HE  area  of  the  Plympton  St.  Mary  Rural  District  for 
1  Sanitary  purposes  is  71,558  acres. 

The  district  is  situated  at  the  extreme  west  of  the  South 
Hams  and  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  Dartmoor  and  the  River 
Tavy ;  on  the  South  by  the  English  Channel  and  the  Towns 
of  Plymouth  and  Devonport;  on  the  West  by  Plymouth  Sound, 
Plymouth,  Devonport,  and  the  River  Tamar;  on  the  East  by 
me  hilly  district  of  the  South  Hams. 

From  the  hills  lying  on  the  East  and  North  there  are  a  series 
of  undulations,  running  mostly  towards  the  sea  on  the  South 
and  West,  and  along  the  valleys  thus  formed  are  the  Rivers 
Lime,  Yealm,  and  Plvm,  with  their  tributaries. 

In  the  North  part  the  land  is  chiefly  moorland  and  contains 
valuable  china  clay  works.  The  remainder  of  the  district  is 
mainly  agricultural,  and  in  most  places,  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  The  surface  is  well  wooded. 

The  GEOI.OGY  of  the  district  varies  much  in  the  different 
localities.  In  the  North  there  are  large  deposits  of  granite, 
which  in  places  is  disintegrated  and  forms  the  china  clay  beds  ; 
whilst  in  the  Southwest  are  very  extensive  and  thick  beds  of 
limestone.  Slate  is  found  in  large  quantities  on  the  banks  of 
(lie  Plvm,  in  the  parishes  of  Egg  Buckland  and  Plympton 
St.  Mary,  whilst  scattered  throughout  the  district  are  shillet 
and  dunstone. 
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The  CLIMATE  is  mild  and  humid,  and  the  rainfall 
abundant,  but  no  official  meteorological  records  are  kept ; 
I  am,  however,  able  to  include  statements  as  to  the  rainfall 
of  last  year  at  Langham  Hill,  Ivybridge,  at  Thorncott,  Hooe, 
ami  at  Wembury  House,  for  which  I  am  respectively  indebted 
to  Miss  Glanville,  J.  Little,  Esq.,  and  R.  H.  Clay,  Esq.  Vide 
page  s  46  to  _|8. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY.  The  district  contains  abundant 
and  satisfactory  water  in  the  shape  of  streams  and  springs, 
but  these  are  very  unequally  distributed,  and  therefore  some  of 
the  villages — especially  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  district — 
are  so  far  from  them  as  to  be  almost  entirely  dependent  upon 
wells. 

The  water  is  derived  from  the  following  sources: — 

(1)  Upland  surface  water  from  Dartmoor  and  similar 
places,  which,  collecting  in  small  streams,  yields  a 
plentiful  supply  of  good  and  pure  water. 

(2)  Springs  and  deep  wells:  These  are  found  in  various 
localities,  and  yield  a  water  whose  quality  depends 
entirely  upon  the  particular  soil  in  which  the  well  is. 
In  the  limestone  district,  the  water  is  sometimes  very 
hard  from  dissolved  carbonate  and  sulphate  of  lime, 
and  except  for  the  hardness  the  water  is  good,  and 
generally  speaking,  very  pure,  i.e.,  free  from  organic 
pollution. 

(3)  Shallow  wells:  These  are  scattered  throughout  the 
district,  and  very  largely  consist  of  mere  surface 
water.  These  w:ells  afford  a  water  which  may  be 
good  or  very  bad,  according  to  their  depth,  position 
(proximity  to  cess-pit,  etc.),  and  liability  to  surface 
pollution.  A  Sanitary  Authority  should  never  be 
content  with  a  water  supply  which  is  derived  from 
shallow  w'ells. 


During  the  past  few  years  the  water  supply  of  the 
district  has  been  steadily  improved,  and  the  Council  is 
persistently  endeavouring  to  satisfactorily  fulfil  its 
statutory  duties  as  a  provider  of  pure  public  supplies 
of  water,  and  as  evidence  of  this,  I  merely  note  the  fact  that 
during  my  tenure  of  office  good  and  efficient  public  water 
supplies  have  been  established  in  Plymstock,  Dunstone. 
Yealmpton,  (lorn wood,  button.  Egg  Buckland.  and  Sparkwell. 

During  the  last  year  continuous  efforts  have  been  made  to 
solve  the  difficult  problem  of  how  to  supph  Newton  Ferrers 
with  water,  and  although  the  question  is  beset  with  almost 
insurmountable  difficulties,  vet  the  Council  is  determined  to 
conquer  them.  The  more  1  see  of  the  difficulties  which 
Sanitary  Authorities  have  in  providing  efficient  public  water 
supplies,  the  more  convinced  do  I  become  of  the  necessity  of 
their  being  given  greater  powers  in  acquiring  any  available 
water  which  the  inhabitants  may  require.  No  one  landlord, 
however  powerful  he  mav  be.  should  have  the  right  of  denying 
to  the  people  one  of  the  prime  necessities  of  life. 

SEWAGE  AND  ITS  DISPOSAL:  - 

Several  of  the  larger  villages  are  drained  by  a  system  of 
sewers  b\  which  the  sewage  is  sent  into  the  sea,  or  water 
courses,  or  is  carried  on  to  the  land  and  so  disposed  of  b\  a 
method  of  irrigation. 

In  manv  of  the  villages  there  are  several  cases  in  which  the 
sewage  from  two  or  more  houses  is  collected  in  cess-pits. 
These  not  only  require  periodical  cleansing  and  constant 
attention,  but  everv  now  and  again  they  produce  serious 
nuisances  by  suddenly  overflowing,  especially  after  heavy  rains. 

I 

A  great  number  of  the  cottages  and  isolated  houses  are 
provided  with  closets  over  small  cess-pits,  which  are  gradual!) 
being  replaced  by  earth  closets,  worked  on  the  bucket  system, 
a  method  of  sewage-disposal  at  once  safe  and  reliable. 


The  Council  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  fully  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  properly  and  safely  dealing  with  the 
sewage  of  the  various  parts  of  the  district,  and  my 

report  shews  much  evidence  of  gratifying  activity  in  this 
direction.  There  are,  however,  in  some  parts  of  the  District 
great  difficulties  in  providing  good  sewage  systems,  the  chief 
difficulty  being  the  acquisition  of  land  for  disposal  works. 
In  my  opinion  District  Councils  should  be  given  far 
greater  facilities  for  obtaining  land  for  sewage  works, 
seeing  that  the  proper  and  efficient  disposal  of  sewage  is  one 
of  the  greatest  safeguards  against  disease.  Not  only  should 
District  Councils  have  increased  powers,  but  Parliament 
should  devise  some  means  by  which  landowners  anti  tenants 
should  be  deprived  of  the  power,  which  they  at  present  possess, 
of  obtaining  exhorbitant  sums  by  way  of  “  Compensation.'  It 
is  surely  an  anomaly  that  a  piece  of  land  required  by  a 
District  Council,  either  for  sewage  disposal  works,  or  even 
for  laying  a  sewer  through,  should  suddenly  become  so  ex¬ 
ceedingly  valuable  that  “  compensation  ”  is  often  another  word 
for  robbery;  and  this  is  especially  the  case  when  it  is  admitted 
that  the  area,  for  which  the  sewage  system  is  devised, 
immediately  and  because  of  the  sewage  system,  becomes 
available  for  building  purposes  and  therefore  of  much  greater 
value  than  before. 

The  fairer  way  of  “  compensation  ”  appears  to  me  to  be 
that  any  land  which  becomes  more  valuable  because  of  the 
establishment  of  a  proper  system  of  sewers  should  contribute 
pro  rata  towards  the  cost  of  such  sewers,  rather  than,  as  at 
present,  obtain  a  largely  increased  value  from  the  sewers, 
and  because  of  conpensation  compel  a  much  greater  expendi¬ 
ture  than  would  otherwise  be  necessary. 


Vital  Statistics. 


For  Registration  purposes,  the  district  is  divided  into  two 
sub-districts  : — 

(a)  The  North  or  Plympton  containing  i  i  parishes,  and 

(b)  The  South  or  Yealmpton  containing  8  parishes. 

The  population  of  the  whole  district,  which  at  the  1901 
census,  was  19,780,  is  estimated  for  1904.  to  be  20,580,  and  is 
distributed  in  the  various  parishes  as  follows  :  — 

North  Sub-district  : — 


NAME  OF  PARISH. 

Area  in 

Population 

Population 

Estimate 

Acres 

1891  census 

1901  census 

1904. 

Bickleigh 

2980 

3  02 

296 

290 

Compton 

160 

— 

274 

310 

Cornwood 

10680 

1258 

1004 

980 

Egg  Buckland 

3H9 

1833 

1200 

1220 

Harford 

3680 

172 

J37 

145 

Plympton  St.  Mary  (including 

Ecclesiastical  parish  of 

Sparkwell) 

1 1200 

3471 

3837 

4015 

Plympton  St.  Maurice 

170 

ii39 

III7 

1135 

St.  Budeaux 

1560 

2243 

1850 

1935 

Shaugh  Prior 

7170 

7*4 

785 

820 

Tamerton  Foliott 

3910 

1 1 18 

I  102 

1130 

Weston  Peverell 

399 

8ll 

198 

200 

Total 

45°58 

*13061 

1 1 800 

12180 

South  Sub-district : — 

Brixton 

3060 

622 

658 

690 

Ermington  (excluding  Urban 

District  of  Ivybridge) 

4920 

900 

S47 

860 

Holbeton 

4800 

949 

850 

850 

Newton  Ferrers 

3090 

710 

6ll 

635 

Plymstock  (including 

Ecclesiastical  Parish  of  Hooe)  2860 

3162 

31S0 

3480 

Revelstoke 

1460 

471 

402 

405 

Wembury 

3070 

524 

501 

510 

Yealmpton 

3240 

«79 

931 

970 

Total  South 

26500 

8217 

7980 

8400 

Total  North 

45°5« 

13061 

1 1800 

12180 

Total  Whole  District 

71558 

*21278 

19780 

20580 

*  The  population  of  the  original  rural  district  as  it  existed  in  1891  before 
the  exclusion  01  Laira  Green,  and  parts  of  Egg  Buckland,  Compton,  St. 
Budeaux,  and  Weston  Peverell  by  the  extension  orders  of  Plymouth  and 
Devonport  was  21,759,  and  the  area  74,320  acres. 
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Inhabited  Houses  in  the  District. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  whole  district  inhabited  at  the 
time  of  the  1891  census  was  4333  ;  since  then  116  were  built  in 
1892,  88  in  1893,  75  in  1894,  r43  'n  J  895,  in  1896,  168  in 
1897,  142  in  1S98,  29  in  1899,  37  in  1900,  37  in  1901,  27  in 
1902,  29  in  1903,  and  31  in  1904.  After  allowing  for  the 
number  of  houses  transferred  to  Plymouth  from  Egg  Buckland, 
Laira  Green,  and  Weston  Peverell,  and  for  the  40  added  to  the 
district  from  Compton  in  1897,  anc*  f°r  those  transferred  to 
Devonport  by  the  recent  Extension  Order,  I  estimate  the 
number  of  houses  in  the  district  to  be  4,100,  which  gives  an 
average  of  5  persons  per  house. 

In  this,  however,  the  Crownhill  Barracks,  with  a  population 
of  479,  and  the  Workhouse  at  Plympton,  with  a  population  of 
106,  are  counted  as  single  houses.  A  truer  estimate  of  the 
average  number  of  persons  per  house  will  be  obtained  by- 
excluding  both  these  “  Institutions.”  The  average  then  is  4*8 
per  house. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  building  activity  is  confined  almost 
entirely  to  the  Southern  dirtrict,  and  that  chiefly  in  the  parish  of 
Plymstock,  where  the  hamlets  of  Oreston  and  Elburton  are 
growing  somewhat  rapidly. 
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Births  and  Birth  Rates. 


The  following  births 

were  re 

gistered 

in  1904 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1903. 

rgo2. 

igor. 

North  Sub-district 

146 

1 27 

273 

284 

268 

293 

South  Sub-district 

9+ 

88 

l82 

201 

i67 

I  78 

Whole  District 

240 

2I5 

455 

+85 

435 

47 1 

This  gives  a  Birth  rate  for  th  •  North  of  22-41  per  1000  as 

compared  with  23-54  in  1903  ;  22-46  in  1902  ;  24-83  in  1901  ; 

23- 28  in  1900;  25-17  in  1899;  27-5  in  [898;  30-31  in  1897; 

28*18  in  1896;  29-16  in  1895;  25-65  in  1894;  27-71  in  1893  4 

25- 89  in  1892;  and  28-72  in  1891. 

For  the  South  the  rate  was  21-66  per  1000  as  compared  with 

24- 39  in  1903;  2o-b6  in  1902;  22-3  in  1901  ;  24-2  in  1900; 

22- 17  in  '899;  24-83  in  1898;  23-65  in  1897;  24'°7  'n  '896  ; 

24-38  in  1895;  23-32  in  1894;  27-29  in  1893;  26-83  in  1892; 

and  25-8  in  1901. 

For  the  Whole  district  the  rate  was  22-10  per  1000  as 
compared  with  23-89  in  1903;  21-73  in  I()02  >'  23-81  in  1901  ; 

23- 62  in  1900  ;  23-91  in  1899  ;  26-56  in  1898  ;  27-88  in  1897  5 

26- 73  in  1896;  27-75  in  1895;  24‘8+  in  1894;  27-55  in  1893: 
26-25  in  1892;  and  27-5  in  1891. 

l’he  average  for  the  last  ten  rears  is  25-18 

The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  Rural  England  and  Wales 
during  1904  was  26-8. 
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Marriage  Rate. 

During  the  year  145  marriages  were  registered.  This  is  8 
more  than  last  year. 

The  marriage  rate  for  this  year  (or  persons  married  per  1000 
of  the  population)  for  the  district  is  14'09  per  1000,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  13*4  in  1903,  1 1  *79  in  1902,  1183  in  1901,  j  1*83  in 
1900,  1  r •  3 2  in  1899,  1  1 ' 3 7  in  1898,  12  58  in  1897,  1 5 *47  in  1896, 
10*96  in  1895,  Jj  i*1  1894,  12*01  in  1893,  and  iz*i  in  1892 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

The  total  deaths  registered  as  taking  place  within  the  district 
in  1904  were  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1903. 

1902 

North  Sub-district 

96 

67 

163 

184 

I55 

South  ,, 

48 

58 

106 

96 

80 

Whole  District 

•44 

1 25 

269 

280 

235 

Recorded  death  rate  per  iooo,  based  on  above  figures  : — 

1904  1903  1902  1901  1900  1899  1898 

North  Sub-District  13*38  15*25  12*99  13  3  16*53  16*41  15*69 

South  ,,  12*61  1 1  *65  9*9  1 1  *4  i3’59  1 7*67  1612 

Whole  District  13  07  13*79  1 1  *74  12*53  15*31  16*94  15*84 

The  average  rate  for  the  preceding  10  years  is  14*94. 

Corrected  Death  Rates. 

Of  1  he  deaths  registered  in  the  North  sub-district,  9  occurred 
in  the  following  institutions: — 

Plympton  St.  Mary  Union  Workhouse  .  .  5 

Plympton  House  Asylum  .  .  4 

9 


Of  these  9  there  were  3  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the 
district,  and  1  death  of  a  resident  took  place  in  the  Plymouth 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  so  that  the  actual  number  of  deaths 
amongst  residents  in  the  North  District  was  1 6 1 

In  the  South  sub-district  no  death  of  a  non-resident  was 
registered,  so  that  the  correct  number  for  the  South  is  10b. 

After  making  allowance  for  the  foregoing,  the  corrected 
death  rates,  calculated  on  the  deaths  of  residents  only,  are  as 
follows  : — 


1904. 

1903. 

1 902. 

1901.  1900. 

1899- 

North  sub-district 

13-21 

1 5’°9 

1  2-82 

13*3  l6'26 

i6'3 

South  ,, 

1261 

”77 

9.9 

”'4  1  3 '4 

17-06 

Whole  district 

12-97 

1 374 

1 1-64 

12-53  ^  5 * ^ 0 

16-67 

The  death-rate  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  in  1904-  was 
r  5 ' 3* 


The  corrected  death  rates  for  the  respective  parishes  are  as 
follows — but  much  relative  importance  cannot  be  attached  to 
them,  as  the  respective  populations  are  too  small  to  afford 


statistics  of  any  great 

value. 

1904. 

1903. 

1904. 

1903. 

Holbeton 

8-23 

1  1-76 

Plympton 

Shaugh  Prior 

8-53 

6- 1  7 

St.  Mary 

12-95 

17-78 

Newton  Ferrers 

9-44 

1  2-69 

Harford 

I3-79 

0-00 

Revelstoke  .  . 

9-87 

975 

S.  Budeaux.. 

1395 

1 4" 1 3 

Tamerton 

Plymstock  .  . 

CO 

9 

M 

I  I  "60 

Folliott 

io-6i 

1  1  ’6o 

Yealmpton  .  . 

I4-43 

6-25 

Egg  Buckland 

10-65 

9'83 

Weston  Peverell  15-00 

1  O’OO 

Brixton 

”•59 

8'95 

Cornwood  .  . 

I5-3 

I  o'oo 

Ermington  .  . 

11-62 

22‘35 

Wembury 

I5‘68 

9-80 

Plympton 

Bickleigh  .  . 

24-13 

23-73 

St.  Maurice 

12-33 

GC 

t/i 

Compton 

2903 

1 6*66 

n 


The  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  were  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  year  as  follows  : — 

North  sub.  district.  South  sub.  district.  Whole  district. 


Under 

5 

Over 

5 

Total. 

Under 

5 

Over 

5 

Total 

Under 

5 

Over 

5 

Total. 

1st  quarter 

12 

35 

47 

9 

22 

31 

2  r 

57 

78 

2nd  quarter 

8 

34 

42 

13 

x3 

26 

21 

47 

68 

3rd  quarter 

H 

27 

4i 

4 

T7 

21 

l8 

44 

62 

4th  quarter 

8 

23 

3i 

6 

22 

28 

H 

45 

59 

Whole  year 

42 

119 

l6l 

32 

74 

I06 

74 

i93 

267 

Classification  of  Causes  of  Death  : — See  also  Table  IV. 


1904. 


Nth  Sub- 
District. 

Sth  Sub- 
District. 

Total. 

‘9°3- 

1902. 

1901. 

1900. 

iSgg. 

Zymotic  Diseases  . 

••  15 

4 

19 

28 

15 

I  I 

l8 

30 

Phthisis  ... 

12 

8 

20 

T5 

10 

l7 

l7 

Cancer 

10 

4 

14 

10 

18 

H 

21 

21 

Heart 

20 

14 

34 

3T 

25 

36 

34 

31 

Respiratory  System 
Excluding  Phthisis 

20 

26 

46 

48 

35 

41 

62 

71 

Nervous  System 

..  24 

7 

3i 

28 

38 

36 

29 

35 

Injuries  and  Suicide 

Q 

J 

5 

8 

1 1 

H 

7 

7 

9 

Old  Age  ... 

■  32 

10 

42 

48 

32 

26 

44 

4i 

All  other  causes 

•  25 

28 

53 

60 

46 

60 

63 

68 

161 


Total 


106  267  279  233  248  295  323 


1 8 


Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


North  Smith 
Stih-  Sub- 
District  District 


Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Fmeric  Fever 
Diarrhoea 
Ollier  Zymotic 
Diseases 

Totals 


o 

i 

i 

4 

3 


o 

1 

0 

2 
O 
O 
I 


IQ04 

Total 

O 

2 

I 

6 

3 

i 

6 


1903 

O 


1902 

O 

2 

0 

4 

6 

o 

3 


1901 

O 

3 

o 

o 

2 

I 

5 


1900 

o 

o 

o 

I 

5 

i 

1 1 


1 899 
O 

5 

o 

4 

i 

i 

l7 


19 


28 


1 6 


1 1 


18 


10 


The  “  seven  principal  ”  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  19  deaths, 
and  this  gives  a  Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  0  92  as  compared 
with  : — 

1903  1902  1901  1900  1 899  1898  1897 

1 '37  °'74  °'55  °'93  r46  2'7T  °'99 

The  rate  for  rural  England  and  Wales  in  1904  was  i‘28. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  various  age  periods. 


O 

O 

Xortl 

sub- 

cl’st’ct 

Sontt 

sub 

d'st’et 

.2  O 
- 

1903 

1902 

1901 

190c 

1 1 899 ■ 

Under  1  year  .  . 

3  1 

2  3 

54 

5 1 

40 

40 

47 

61 

1  year  &  under  5  yrs. 

I  I 

9 

20 

26 

I  i 

l7 

22 

23 

5  >>  Cs  >> 

8 

I 

9 

10 

1 2 

9 

IO 

3 

'3  >»  25  ,, 

8 

8 

16 

15 

1 0 

1 6 

15 

1  + 

2 5  (15  ,, 

41  | 

22 

63 

69 

59 

67 

73 

s3 

65  ,,  upwards 

62 

43 

105 

1 08 

I  O  I 

99 

12S 

>39 

T  otal  s 

1  6 1 

106 

267 

279  1 

7  7 

248 

0  1 

“  1 

323 

i9 


Of  the  deaths  over  65  there  were  : — 


1904. 

1903 

1902 

1901 

1900 

1899 

1898 

1897 

i8g6 

47  between  70  and  80 

46 

44 

42 

56 

54 

49 

41 

47 

29  ,,  80  and  90 

34 

36 

3' 

37 

52 

29 

36 

21 

2  of  90  and  over 

3 

0 

4 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9 

0 

Infant  Mortality  :  or  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year — 

This  is  estimated  as  a  ratio  per  1000  births  registered  during 
the  year ;  and  as  these  numbered  455,  the  infant  mortality  was 

1 18  68  per  1000. 

1904  1903  1902  1901  1900  1899  1898  1897  1896 

118*68  1 05 ' t 5  91*95  84*92  103*29  133*77  '96*39  154*2  115*4 

The  Rate  for  Rural  Englandjjand  Wales  for  1004  was  125. 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  following — 

The  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  1*79  per  1000  below  that  of  last 
\ear,  and  is  3  per  1000  below  the  average  of  the  last 
ten  years.  As  compared  with  that  for  Rural  England 
and  Wales  for  1904,  it  is  4.7  per  1000  less.  The  steady 
fall  in  the  Birth  rate,  which  has  taken  place  of  late  years, 
is  a  question  to  which  much  attention  has  recently  been 
directed. 

Statesmen,  students  of  Social  Politics,  and  scientific  men, 
who  have  investigated  the  subject  have  been  forced  to  con¬ 
clude  that  natural  causes  alone  will  not  explain  the  remarkable 
decline  in  the  Birth  rate,  and  that  the  main  factor  was  to  be 
“  found  in  some  condition  quite  independent  of  natural  causes, 
and  over  which  individuals  had  some  control,”  and  a  com¬ 
mission,  which  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  matter, 
decided  that  “  it  is  due  to  the  prevention  of  the  results  which 
nature  has  ordained  to  follow  marriage;  or,  in  other  words, 
to  the  deliberate  curtailing  of  reproduction  bv  the  prevention 
of  pregnancy.”  The  Commissioners  further  concluded  that 
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men  and  women  who  marry  are  avoiding  as  much  as  possible 
parental  duties  and  responsibilities,  and  although  they  still 
their  consciences  with  the  sophistry  that  it  is  for  the  good  of 
the  children  themselves,  and  that  their  means  will  not  allow 
them  to  rear  more  than  one  or  two  children,  yet  the  real 
reasons  are  a  growing  love  of  luxury  and  self-indulgence.  If 
the  falling  Birth  rate  were  found  only  among  the  “  submerged 
tenth,”  and  the  undesirable  and  unfit,  one  could  but  be  glad, 
but  when  it  is  most  patent  that  these  are  the  very  people 
amongst  whom  it  is  not  marked,  the  real  seriousness  of  the 
question  assumes  a  national  aspect. 

The  Death  Rate  is,  I  am  glad  to  report,  still  a  very  low  one. 
It  is  0.77  below  that  of  last  year,  1.78  below  the  average 
for  the  past  ten  years,  and  2.33  below  that  of  Rural 
England  and  Wales  for  this  present  year.  These  are 
gratifying  figures,  and  would  be  still  more  so  were  the 
infant  mortality,  to  which  I  refer  beneath,  not  such  a 
high  one. 

The  Infant  Mortality  shews  a  marked  rise  on  last  years 
figures,  for  it  is  13.5  per  1000  higher,  and,  what  is  still 
more  unsatisfactory  ,  it  is  slightly  above  the  average  for 
the  past  ten  years.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  it  is 
considerably  (6.32  per  1000)  below  that  of  Rural 
England  and  Wales. 

Out  of  455  babies  born  in  the  whole  District  no  less  than 
54  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  twelve  months.  I  have 
made  an  analysis  of  the  causes  of  the  death  of  these  54 
children  and  I  find  that  19  can  be  assigned  either  to  premature 
birth  or  to  congenital  malformation  or  debility;  13  to  bronchitis 
or  broncho-pneumonia ;  3  to  whooping  cough ;  5  to  con¬ 
vulsions;  2  to  tubercular  meningitis  (in  each  of  these  cases 
one  of  the  parents  had  died  of  phthisis);  1  to  accident;  and 
the  remaining  1  1  to  diseases  due  to  improper  feeding.  It 
would  be  presumption  to  say  that  any  of  the  19  due  to 


premature  birth,  etc.,  ought  to  have  lived,  but  one  only  has 
to  have  the  slightest  acquaintance  with  the  methods  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  rearing  of  children  by  the  majority  of  mothers 
amongst  the  labouring  classes  to  cease  to  wonder  that  so  many 
babies  die — indeed  one  rather  wonders  that  so  many  live. 
I  do  not  for  one  moment  wish  to  imply  that  these  mothers 
intentionally  neglect  their  children,  for  no  one  knows  better 
than  myself  how  great  are  the  sacrifices  which  the  majority 
of  the  mothers  of  the  labouring  classes  make  for  their 
children,  but  I  do  assert  emphatically  that  a  very  considerable 
number  of  them  are — from  ignorance  and  an  almost  ineradic¬ 
able  prejudice — unable  or  unwilling  to  do  all  that  should  be 
done  to  rear  healthy  and  strong  children. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate.  In  striking  contrast  to  the  increased 
infant  mortality  is  the  low  zymotic  death  rate,  for  that 
is  not  only  0.45  per  1000  below  last  year’s  figures,  but 
is  also  0.36  below  that  for  Rural  England  and  Wales  for 
1904.  During  the  year  19  deaths  were  registered — there 
being  15  in  the  North  Sub-district  and  4  in  the  South. 
In  the  following  paragraphs  I  have  dealt  separately  with 
each  disease  contributing  to  this  death  rate. 

Whooping  Cough.  There  was  no  marked  epidemic  of  the 
disease  during  the  year,  but  six  deaths  were  registered 
as  due  to  it — two  in  Plympton  St.  Mary,  two  in  Yealmp- 
ton,  one  in  Cornwood,  and  one  in  St.  Budeaux.  Three 
of  the  deaths  were  under  1  year,  and  the  other  three 
between  1  and  2  years. 

Enteric  Fever.  Six  cases  were  reported  during  the  year  as 
follows: — One  in  Plympton  St.  Mary  in  January.  One 
at  Plympton  St.  Mary  in  April.  Two  at  St.  Budeaux  in 
July.  One  at  Revelstoke  in  June.  One  at  Brixton  in 
December.  The  ages  of  the  patients  were  2,  4,  9,  17, 
26,  and  33  years.  Of  the  above  only  one  was  fatal — that 
at  Plympton  St.  Mary  in  January. 


Although  I  made  a  searching  investigation  into  each  of 
these  cases,  yet  I  could  not  satisfy  myself  as  to  the  cause 
of  either.  In  two  I  suspected  the  origin  to  have  been  outside 
the  District. 

Diphth  eria.  Twelve  cases  were  notified  as  follows  : — 

Plympton  St.  Maurice,  2  in  July  and  September;  Plymstock, 
2  in  May  and  October;  Compton,  2  in  January;  Egg  Buckland, 
1  in  January;  Ermington,  1  in  February;  Revelstoke,  1  in 
February;  Cornwood,  1  in  Ajiril ;  Shaugh.  1  in  October; 
Tamerton,  1  in  December. 

Of  the  above  all  but  2  were  treated  at  their  own  homes  and 
were  successfullv  isolated,  as  in  no  instance  did  a  second 
case  appear  in  the  same  house.  This  is  very  satisfactory  when 
the  difficulties  of  complete  isolation  and  disinfection  in  a 
private  house  are  considered. 

The  two  cases  removed  to  hospital  were  taken  to  the 
Plymouth  Isolation  Hospital  in  January.  One  of  these  died. 

The  other  fatal  cases  were  two,  viz.  :  one  in  Egg  Buckland 
on  January  1st  (which  was  introduced  from  Devonport),  and 
another  in  Tamerton  in  December. 

The  age  distribution  was  as  follows:— 

Under  5  years,  8;  over  5  vears,  4.  Total,  12. 

In  all  these  cases  careful  enquiries  were  made  as  to  possible 
causes  of  the  disease  and  complete  investigation  was  made 
into  the  sanitary  surrounding  of  the  infected  houses,  but 
although  in  some  cases  insanitary  conditions  were  found,  yet 
in  none  did  they  appear  to  be  the  actual  cause,  although,  no 
doubt,  they  were  contributory. 

The  case  at  Shaugh  appeared  in  a  house  near  Lee  Moor 
Schools,  and  as  1  feared  it  might  be  preliminary  to  an  out¬ 
break  amongst  the  scholars,  T  visited  (he  School  and  carefully 
inspected  the  throats  of  all  the  children.  I  found  none 
showing  any  signs  of  the  disease,  but  a  large  majority  of  the 
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•children  had  throats  with  enlarged  tonsils  and  chronic  catarrh, 
and  in  addition  almost  every  child  had  several  decayed  teeth — 
some,  in  fact,  had  hardly  a  sound  “  back  tooth  ”  with  which 
to  masticate  food.  This  is  really  a  serious  state  of  affairs  and 
as  it  is  probably  really  due  to  improper  or  inefficient  feeding 
during  the  first  two  years  of  life,  it  emphasises  the  necessity 
there  is  for  extensive  enquiries  being  made  into  the  whole 
subjects  of  infant  feeding  and  child  education,  for  1  cannot 
but  think  that  children  are  now-a-days  sent  to  school  at  much 
too  early  an  age.  Compulsory  education  may,  in  the  abstract, 
be  a  very  good  thing  for  the  nation  at  large,  but  it  needs  to 
be  very  carefully  applied  and  properly  adjusted.  The  present 
s\stem  seems  to  me  to  be  based  on  the  idea  that  every  child 
is  equally  fitted  to  receive  the  same  amount  of  “  education,” 
whereas  children  are  no  more  intellectually  equal  than  they 
are  physically,  and  to  expect  all  children  to  reach  the  same 
standard  of  education  is  about  as  absurd  as  to  expect  all 
men  to  be  equally  able  to  stand  the  same  amount  of  manual 
labour. 


Scarlet  Fever.  During  the  year  30  cases  were  notified  as 
against  28  during  1903.  Notifications .  were  received  as 
follows: — In  January,  5;  February,  4;  March,  1;  April, 
3;  June,  3;  July,  2  ;  September,  3;  October,  3;  November, 
2  ;  December,  4. 

I 

The  Parochial  distribution  was  as  follows: — 


St.  Budeaux  . 

Egg  Buckland 

Tamerton 

Brixton 

Yealmpton 

Ermington 

Compton 

Plympton  St. 

Plymstock 


Mary 


1  in  January. 

1  ,,  November. 

1  „  November. 

3  „  February, 

3  ,,  December. 

5  from  June  to  December. 

5  ,,  January  to  April. 

5  ,,  January  to  July. 

6  ,,  February  to  October. 


30 


I  regret  to  report  that  one  of  the  above  cases  was  fatal, 
viz. :  a  child  aged  9  years,  of  Plympton  St.  Mary,  whose 
attack  was  of  a  rapidly  malignant  type. 

The  onl\  case  removed  to  hospital  was  one  from  the  Parish 
of  Plymstock,  who,  being  a  soldier’s  child,  was  removed  to  the 
Military  Hospital,  Devonport. 

The  number  of  houses  infected  was  20:— 

14  houses  with  1  case  only  in  each. 

3  houses  with  2  cases  in  each. 

2  houses  with  3  cases  in  each. 

1  house  with  4  cases  in  it. 

The  age  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows:— 

Under  1  year,  o;  1  year  and  under  2,  2;  2  years,  1;  3 
years,  2;  4  years,  5;  5  years,  5;  6  years,  3;  7  years,  1; 
8  years,  2;  9  years,  1;  10  years,  1;  xi  years,  1 3  12  years,  1  ; 
13  years,  1  ;  14  years,  1  ;  15  years,  1 ;  19  years,  1 ;  30  years,  1. 

Diarrhoea.  There  was  no  epidemic  of  this  disease,  probably 
because  of  the  fact  that  there  was  no  prolonged  ’period 
of  hot  weather  during  the  late  summer  and  early  autumn 
months.  The  deaths,  viz. :  6,  due  to  this  disease  were 
distributed  as  follows: — 2  in  St.  Budeaux ;  1  in  Tamerton  y 
1  in  Weston  Peverell ;  1  in  Plympton  St.  Mary  ;  and 
t  in  Plymstock.  All  the  deaths  were  of  children  under 
a  year  old. 

Puerperal  Fever,  Two  cases  were  reported  this  year.  One 
at  Plymstock  and  one  at  Plympton  St.  Man.  Neither 
case  was  fatal  and  both  were  due  to  auto-infection. 

Measles.  This  is  a  non-notifiable  disease,  and  1  have  therefore 
to  depend  upon  information  voluntarily  given  me.  The 
disease  was  extensively  epidemic  during  the  vear  in  the 
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following  Parishes: — In  Newton  Ferrers  in  September; 
in  Revelstoke  in  October;  in  Tamerton  in  November; 
and  in  St.  Budeaux  in  December.  A  few  cases  occurred 
in  Brixton  during  February.  I  estimate  that  at  least  150 
children  suffered  from  the  disease  during  the  year.  The 
deaths  due  to  it  were  only  2,  viz.  :  one  in  Plymstock  and 
the  other  in  St.  Budeaux. 

I  was  asked  to  advise  closing  of  the  Schools  in  some  of  the 
Parishes,  but  was  unable  to  do  so,  as  I  considered  that  the 
exclusion  of  infected  scholars  and  children  from  infected  houses 
were  sufficient  precautions  in  these  particular  epidemics. 

Phthisis  and  its  prevention.  I  regret  to  report  that  this 
disease  caused  20  deaths  this  year,  as  compared  with 
15  last  year,  and  10  during  1902.  The  cases  were  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows: — 

North  Sub-district,  12,  viz.: — Plympton  St.  Mary,  4;  Plymp- 
tor.  St.  Maurice,  2;  St.  Budeaux,  2;  Compton,  1;  Tamerton, 
1;  Egg  Buckland,  1;  and  Cornwood,  1. 

South  Sub-district,  8,  viz.  :  Plymstock,  2  ;  Wembury,  2 ; 
Holbeton,  2;  Ermington,  1;  and  Newton  Ferrers,  1. 

The  saddest  part  about  these  deaths  from  Phthisis  is  that 
they  occur  so  often  at  the  time  of  life  when  life  should  be  most 
vigorous  and  when  the  individual  should  be  doing  his  life's 
best  work  for  the  familv  and  the  State.  The  average  age  at 
which  these  20  people  died  last  \ear  was  30. 

Since  my  last  report  another  year’s  experience  has  been 
gained  of  the  “  sanatorium  treatment,”  and  I  am  forced  to 
state  that,  in  spite  of  much  good  that  can  legitimately  be 
assigned  to  such  institutions,  yet  there  seems  to  be  a  steadily 
growing  opinion  that  the  great  expectations  which  were  at  first 
formed  of  them  were  exaggerated  ones,  and  that  the  time  has 
come  for  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  whole  question.  No 
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one  doubts  that  the  methods  on  which  Sanatorium  treatment 
is  based,  viz.  :  unlimited  fresh  air.  abundant  feeding,  and  good 
genera!  hygiene,  are  absolutely  right,  but  many  accurate 
observers  are  expressing  the  opinion  that  these  methods  can 
lie  more  easilv  attained  by  a  much  less  costh  and  extravagant 
system  than  is  at  present  in  vogue,  and  further,  that  in 
building  sanatoria  we  are  using  money  and  energy  which  could 
be  far  more  beneficiallv  spent  in  such  prime  preventive  measures 
as  well-built  cottages  on  suitable  sites.  Sanatoria  are.  there¬ 
fore  to  be  chiefly  looked  upon  as  Hospitals  for  the  cure  of 
Consumption  rather  than  as  a  great  means  of  preventing 
Phthisis.  Indirectly,  of  course,  they  act  as  preventive  measures, 
for  every  cured  consumptive  becomes  an  ardent  apostle  of  the 
lessons  he  has  learnt  and  of  the  means  which  have  wrought 
his  cure,  viz. :  fresh  air,  sunlight,  reasonable  food  and  clothing. 

Closure  of  Schools.  I  am  glad  to  say  no  Schools  have  had 
to  be  closed  during  the  year. 


TABLE  I.— For  Whole  District. 
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Isolation  Hospitals  used — Plymouth  Borough  Hospital  and  Devonport  Borough  Hospital  — by  arrangement  with  the  respective  Authorities. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904,  excluding  deaths  of  non-residents. 
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TABLE  V. 

Shewing  the  number  of  Deaths  from  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  District  from  1883 

up  to  and  including  1904. 
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TABLE  VI. 

Quarterly  Distribution  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  with  the 

Deaths  therefrom. 


NOTIFIABLE. — Cases  and  Deaths  therefrom. 


Disease. 

2nd 

Quarter. 

3rd 

Quarter. 

4th 

Quarter. 

Whole  Year. 

Quarter. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

•  • 

•  . 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

.  . 

Cholera 

•• 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

•• 

•• 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup 

5  2 

2 

2 

3  1 

12 

3 

Erysipelas 

3 

3 

1 

•• 

7 

•• 

Scarlet  Fever 

IO 

6 

5  1 

9 

30 

I 

Typhus  Fever 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

•• 

Enteric  Fever 

2  1 

2 

I 

I 

6 

I 

Relapsing  Fever 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 

•  • 

.  . 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

! 

I 

I 

•• 

2 

•  • 

Total 

20  s 

14 

10  1 

1 

13  1 

57 

5 

NON-NOTIFIABLE.— Deaths  only. 


j 

Measles 

,  , 

,  m 

2 

.. 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

•* 

2 

3 

1 

.. 

6 

Diarrhoea 

I 

•  • 

5 

• . 

•• 

6 

Influenza 

3 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

6 

Phthisis 

7 

b 

3 

4 

•  • 

20 

T  otal 

11 

9 

11 

9 

•• 

40 

North  Sub-District.  TABLE  Vll. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  ACTS. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATION  ACT. 
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Table  showing  Parochial  Distribution  of  Deaths,  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Phthisis,  and  Cancer. 
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Table  showing  Parochial  Distribution  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases,  Phthisis,  and  Cancer — Continued. 
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EPITOME  OF  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  WORK  DONE 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 


1.  The  Egg  Buckland  and  Compton  Gifford  drainage 
scheme  has  almost  reached  completion. 

2.  The  new  drainage  system  for  Brixton  village  has  been 
finished. 

3.  The  drainage  scheme  for  Crown  Hill  and  Honic- 
knowle  (St.  Budeauxj,  is  nearly  finished. 

4.  The  new  main  sewer  and  septic  tanks  for  Hooe  village 
(Plymstock),  have  been  finished. 

5.  Considerable  improvements  have  been  made  in  the 
drainage  and  sewers  of  Plympton  St.  Mary  and  Plympton 
St.  Maurice. 

6.  Important  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  water 
supply  of  Holbeton  village.  The  work  has  been  done  by  the 
generous  landowner  of  the  village. 

7.  Continuous  investigations  have  been  made  towards  in¬ 
creasing  the  water  supply  of  Plympton,  and  towards  solving 

the  question  of  the  water  sppply  of  Newton  Ferrers. 

\ 

8.  Considerable  work  has  been  done  in  the  registration  of 

Midwives. 

Methods  of  Dealing  with  Infectious  Disease.  The 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  and  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Prevention  Act  are  in  force  in  the  district,  and  so  1  not  only 
obtain  knowledge  of  ever)  case  of  important  infectious  disease, 
ljut  am  able  to  deal  with  it  promptly.  On  receipt  of  a 
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notification  I  immediateh  send  printed  instructions  (applicable 
to  the  notified  disease)  to  the  householder,  and  this  is  followed 
by  a  visit  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  sees  that  disinfec¬ 
tants  are  used,  and  that  the  patient  is  isolated  as  well  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  house  will  permit.  In  cases  where  he  is 
doubtful  he  communicates  with  me  and  I  then  visit  the  house 
and  impress  the  importance  of  attention  to  the  instructions. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  arrangement  which  has  hitherto 
existed  with  the  Plymouth  .Sanitary  Authority,  by  which 
patients  could  be  sent  from  your  district  to  their  Isolation 
Hospital  is  no  longer  in  force.  Although  sorry  that  I  have 
now  no  available  hospital  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  or 
Enteric  Fever  cases,  yet  I  fear  the  Plymouth  Authority  will 
ere  long  regret  having  destroyed  an  arrangement  bv  which 
thev  not  onlv  received  an  adequate  money  payment  for  each 
case  removed  to  their  Hospital,  but  also  received  the  greater 
benefit  which  the  removal  of  a  case  of  infectious  disease  from 
a  farm  sending  milk  into  the  Borough  must  have  meant. 

Small  Pox.  For  dealing  with  cases  of  this  disease  I  am 
very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  Council  possess  a 
good  hospital.  It  is  a  well-constructed  building  of  wood  and 
iron,  and  is  situated  in  an  isolated  situation  on  the  road  between 
Lee  Mill  Bridge  and  Sparkwell.  It  has  four  separate  pavilions 
with  connecting  passages,  and  there  are  two  large  wards  with 
four  beds  each,  and  two  small  observation  wards  with  two  beds 
each,  in  addition  there  is  an  administration  block  with  rooms  for 
the  doctor,  the  matron,  and  the  nurses.  There  is  also  a 
detached  building  appropriately  divided  as  a  mortuary,  an 
ambulance  shed,  a  fumigating  chamber,  and  a  washhouse. 

There  is  a  good  well  in  the  adjoining  land  from  which  pro¬ 
pel  lv  distributed  cold  and  hot  water  supplies  are  carried 
throughout  the  building.  Each  ward  is  provided  with  its  own 
bath  room  and  closet. 

Last  year  a  caretaker's  cottage  was  erected  and  a  caretaker 
appointed. 
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Vaccination  and  Re-vaccination.  The  past  year  has 
again  produced  the  usual  proofs  of  the  efficac}  of  these 
measures  against  small  pox,  and  I  hope,  when  the  time  comes, 
that  \ou  as  individuals  and  as  a  Sanitarv  Authority  will  do 
all  in  your  power  to  make  these  beneficent  measures  more 
generally  applied  than  they  are  at  present.  It  must  never  be 
forgotten  that  small  pox  hospitals  are  only  rendered  necessary 
because  of  the  neglect  of  the  simple  and  safe  precautions  of 
vaccination  and  re-vaccination.  This  has  been  proved  con¬ 
clusively  throughout  the  great  German  Empire,  and  as  a 
recent  proof  from  our  own  land,  I  quote  the  following  striking 
example :  — 

“  There  is  a  School  at  Commonside — in  Ossett,  near  Wake¬ 
field,  with  169  scholars.  Of  these  77  were,  owing  to 
‘  parental  indifference  or  wrongheadedness, ;  unvaccinated, 
whilst  92  had  been  vaccinated.  On  27th  October,  1904.  one 
of  the  unvaccinated  scholars  was  found  in  the  school  with 
small  pox.  This  case  was  immediately  removed  to  the  hos¬ 
pital  and  prompt  measures  were  taken  to  endeavour  to  stop 
the  spread  of  the  disease,  but  the  infection  had  already  been 
sown  and  it  bore  fruit  according  as  it  fell  upon  good  or  bad 
ground,  for  of  the  77  unvaccinated  children  no  less  than  37 
t  '  »k  small  pox,  whilst  amongst  the  92  vaccinated  only  5  were 
attacked.  The  vaccinated  included  14  who  had  also  been 
re-vaccinated  and  every  one  of  these  escaped.  The  particular 
class  in  which  the  infected  child  was  discovered  consisted  of 
27  children,  of  whom  19  had  been  vaccinated  and  S  un- 
vaccinated.  None  of  the  vaccinated  children  developed  the 
disease,  whilst  every  one  of  the  unvaccinated  had  small  pox 
within  a  fortnight.  The  5  cases  occurring  amongst  the  98 
vaccinated  children  were  all  in  children  over  n  years  of  age." 

[  do  not  think  figures  or  facts  could  be  more  convincing, 
even  if  a  similar  experiment  could  be  again  produced,  for 
there  was  (1)  the  introduction  of  a  case  of  small  pox  into 
a  class  of  children,  some  of  whom  were  unvaccinated  and  the 
rest  vaccinated.  (2)  Even  unvaccinated  child  promptly  took 
the  disease  and  even  vaccinated  child  escaped. 
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In  the  rest  of  the  School  the  conditions  of  the  unpremedi¬ 
tated  experiment  were  not  so  perfect,  but  even  then  the 
following  facts  are  obvious: — 

(1)  Throughout  the  whole  school  not  a  single  re-vaccinated 
child  took  the  disease. 

(2)  Out  of  the  42  cases  occurring  in  the  entire  School  onJv 
5  had  been  vaccinated  and  these  5  were  in  one  class  of  the 
older  scholars,  in  whom  naturally  the  effect  of  infantile  vac¬ 
cination  was  wearing  off. 


Scavenging.  This  work  has  again  increased  because  of  the 
addition  of  more  of  the  forts.  There  have  been  fewer  com¬ 
plaints  than  usual  during  the  year,  and  one  great  cause  of 
complaint  has  been  removed  as  the  Council  has  purchased  an 
iron  cart  for  the  removal  of  refuse  in  the  Parish  of  Plymstock. 
This  was  formerly  done  in  an  ordinary  cart  with  the  result  that 
much  of  the  refuse  was  spilled  in  transit. 


Public  collections  are  made  as  follows: — 


Plympton  St.  Mary  Ridgeway 

Underwood 

Colebrook 

Plvmpton  St.  Maurice 
Plymstock  Oreston 

Pomphlett 
Billacombe 
Hooe  and 
Turnchapel 


every  Tuesday 
,,  Thursday 
,,  Friday 
every  Wednesday. 

three  times  a 
week. 


Compton 

St.  Budeaux  Crown  Hill  and 

Honicknowle 

The  Crownhill  Barracks  and  Fort 
The  Crownhill  Hutments 
The  Laira  Battery 

The  Married  Quarters  at  Crabtree  and 
Forts  Efford,  Egg  Buckland,  Ernesettle, 
Agaton,  Woodlands,  and  Knowles 


once  a  week, 
three  timi_s 
a  week. 

three  times 
a  week  or 
oftener  if 
necessary. 


Offensive  Trades.  There  is  a  factory  at  Batten  (Plym- 
stock)  for  the  manufacture  of  manure  from  fish  offal.  During 
I  he  year  the  work  has  been  carried  on  satisfactorily,  although 
there  are  occasional  complaints  as  to  bad  smells. 

Bye-Laws.  The  Council  possess  powers  with  Bye-Laws 
applicable  to 

New  Buildings. 

Alterations  of  Buildings. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

The  Bve-laws  with  regard  to  new  buildings  have  undergone 
final  revision  and  are  now  waiting  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board.  If  they  are  sanctioned  the  building  of 
small  houses  will  be  rendered  less  expensive  than  hitherto, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  result  will  be  the  erection  of  many 
cottages  for  which  it  is  general ly  agreed  there  is  much  room. 
If  the  people  are  to  be  kept  “  on  the  land,"  it  is  obvious  that 
those  who  live  in  the  country  should  have  decent  and  pleasant 
houses,  and  further  that  each  house  should  have  ground 
enough  attached  to  it  to  allow  of  the  safe  and  efficient  disposal 
of  its  sewage  and  slop  water.  Nearly  all  the  difficulties  which 
arise  in  Rural  sanitation  come  from  the  fact  that  Builders 
will  erect  houses  on  land  which  is  unsuitable  for,  or  of  in¬ 
sufficient  size  to  dispose  of  the  sewage.  The  result  is  that 
sewage  accumulates  near  the  house  and  so  causes  a  regularly 
recurring  nuisance.  Personally  I  would  far  rather  see  houses 
built  of  the  flimsiest  and  cheapest  materials  on  a  suitable  site 
than  of  the  most  expensive  materials  on  an  unsuitable  site. 
The  Local  Government  Board  has,  during  the  past  year, 
received  a  deputation  on  the  whole  question  of  “  Rural 
Housing.'’  and  it  ought  not  to  be  impossible  for  that  Authority 
to  devise  some  means  b\  which  the  question  can  be  satis¬ 
factorily  solved. 


I  must  again  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  one  of  the 
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Devon  County  Council  Byelaws,  which  [  should  like  to  see 
enforced.  It  is — 

“  No  person  shall  in  any  street  or  public  place  to  the 
obstruction,  annoyance,  or  danger  of  the  residents  or 
passengers  commit  the  following  offence,  that  is  to 
say : — 

“  Throw  or  lay  any  dirt,  litter,  or  ashes,  or  night  soil  or 
am  carrion,  fish,  offal,  or  rubbish  on  any  street,  or 
cause  or  permit  any  offensive  matter  to  run  from  any 
manufactory,  brewery,  slaughterhouse,  butcher’s  shop, 
or  dunghill  into  am  street.” 

Street  is  defined  to  mean  and  include  any  highway,  public 
bridge,  any  road,  lane,  bridle  way,  footway,  square,  court,  allev, 
or  passage  open  to  the  public,  whether  a  thoroughfare  or  not. 

There  are  several  cases  in  our  district  where  offensive  fluid 
drains  on  to  the  highway,  and  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 
prove  a  nuisance  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  which  I 
think  might  easily  be  dealt  with  under  the  above  bye-law. 

This  nuisance  arises  from  the  fact  that  large  quantities  of 
dung — generally  brought  out  of  Plymouth — are  deposited  in 
fields  (or  as  in  the  Parish  of  Plymstock  almost  on  the  highway) 
close  to  the  highway  and  very  near  houses. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

During  the  year  I  have  inspected  66  workshops  and  fac¬ 
tories,  as  compared  with  53  in  last  year.  Several  of  these 
have  been  visited  twice— especially  those  in  which  1  found 
sanitarv  defects.  I  am  glad  to  say  that,  on  the  whole,  there 
is  little  to  complain  of,  and  that  no  prosecutions  have  had  to 
be  commenced,  as  the  occupiers  have,  generally  speaking, 
been  quite  willing  to  carry  out  all  1  suggested.  There  are, 
however,  a  few  occupiers  of  bakehouses  who  do  not  keep 
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Iheir  premises  as  clean  as  I  should  like,  although  I  am  afraid 
ir  would  he  difficult  to  obtain  a  conviction  for  uncleanliness. 

1  am  able  to  report  several  improvements,  amongst  which 
are  (he  following: — 

1.  Bakehouse.  Water  closet  provided. 

2.  Bakehouse.  Inside  sink  removed. 

5.  Bakehouse.  Many  general  repairs  made. 

4.  Bakehouse.  Defective  floor  repaired. 

5.  Bakehouse.  Dirty  court  yard  cleaned. 

6.  Bakehouse.  Almost  entirely  rebuilt. 

7.  Saddler’s  Shop.  Closet  repaired,  drains  laid  and  court 
yard  made  clean. 

8.  Laundry.  Water  closet  put  in  good  order. 

9.  Brick  Works.  Earth  closets  properly  attended  to. 

The  66  establishments  on  the  register  comprise:  — 

30  Bakehouses. 

4  Laundries. 

5  Saddlers’  Shops. 

9  Dressmakers’  and  Tailors  Shops. 

2  Coachbuilders’  Shops. 

4  Plumbers’  Shops. 

2  Blacksmiths’  Shops. 

3  Carpenters’  Shops. 

1  Stonemason’s  Shop. 

\  Furniture  Factory. 

1  Paper  Mills. 

3  Brickworks. 

1  Fish  Manure  Factory. 
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Midwives’  Acts,  1901.  From  and  after  April  1st  of  1905, 
no  woman  will  be  able  to  call  herself  a  midwife  unless  she 
is  certified  under  the  the  Act. 

During  the  \ear  I  have  obtained  the  addresses  of  all  the 
women  in  the  district  who  have  hitherto  acted  as  midwives, 
and  in  August  I  sent  a  circular  letter  with  blank  certificates 
and  application  forms  for  registration  to  all  of  them.  Of  the 
sixtv  to  whom  these  letters  were  sent  twenty-one  had,  up  to 
December  31st  returned  application  forms  duly  filled  up,  and 
after  their  applications  had  been  considered  they  were  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Central  Midwives’  Board  for  registration.  All 
were  approved  and  in  due  course  received  their  certificates. 

Although  the  work  in  connection  with  the  registration  of 
these  2 1  has  been  considerable,  yet  I  anticipate  a  great  deal 
more  in  the  coming  \ear,  for  each  one  of  these  registered 
midwives  will  have  to  be  visited  and  her  register  inspected, 
and  judging  from  the  experience  I  have  alreadv  had,  main 
of  them  will  have  to  be  instructed  as  to  their  duties.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  the  great  majority  of  these  midwives 
have  had  no  technical  instruction  at  all,  but  have  been  regis¬ 
tered  solely  on  the  grounds  of  “  being  of  good  character  and  of 
having  practised  as  a  midwife  for  a  year  prior  to  July  31st, 

1 902. ” 

By  the  request  of  vour  Committee  I  shall  in  January,  1905, 
send  another  circular  letter  to  all  those  who  have  not  re¬ 
sponded  to  my  August  circular,  and  early  in  the  new  year  I 
expect  to  have  a  complete  list  of  all  who  intend  to  register 
as  midwives. 

Weather  and  Rainfall  during  1904. — 

The  rainfall  was  about  3  inches  less  than  that  of  1903;  and 
at  Thorncott  191  wet  days  were  registered  as  against  235  in 

1903,  whilst  at  Langham  Hall  there  were  200  as  compared 
with  227  in  1903.  A  wet  day  is  one  on  which  at  least  .or 
inch  of  rain  is  registered. 
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At  Langham  Hall  52.87  inches  with 
registered;  at  Thorncott,  Higher  Hooe, 
191  wet  days;  and  at  Wembun  House  41 
wet  days. 

The  monthly  records  are  as  follows:  - 

L.H.  —  Langham  Hall.  Ivybridge.  T.C’. 
Hooe.  W. — Wemburv  House. 


200  wet  days  were 
45.23  inches  with 
.  1  o  inches  with  1 8 1 


Thorncott.  Higher 
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For  the  foregoing  figures  I  am  respectively  indebted  to  Miss 
Glanville,  of  Langham  Hall;  j.  Little,  Esq.,  of  Thorncott; 
and  R.  H.  Clay.  Esq.,  of  Wembury  House;  and  further  to 
Miss  Glanville  for  the  following  note: 

“The  rainfall  of  1904  was  here  nearly  seven  inches  above 
the  average,  the  excess  being  entirely  in  the  months 
of  January  and  February  ;  the  rest  of  the  year, 
taken  as  a  whole,  was  near  the  average.  The  latter- 
half  of  July  was  very  wet,  with  no  less  than  3  falls 
of  over  an  inch  of  rain.  The  whole  autumn  was 
fine,  but  the  only  month  very  decidedly  below  the 
average  was  November— a  most  beautiful  month  in 
even  respect—  though  there  were  four  or  five  davs 
of  unusually  low  temperature  from  21st  to  26th, 
with  a  good  deal  of  snow  on  the  moor.  From 
February  onwards  it  was  a  sunny  year,  which,  I 
think,  gave  most  people  the  impression  that  it  was 
a  drier  one  than  it  reallv  was.” 
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NOTES  ON  THE  EXISTING  SANITARY  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  VARIOUS  PARTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


TO  BE  READ  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE  REPORT  OF 
THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Note.— I  have  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  paragraph 
relating  to  each  parish  the  following  particulars:— 

Area  in  acres  designated  by  “  Area.” 

Population  as  estimated  for  1904,  designated  by  “Pop.'' 

Assessable  value  for  Poor  rate  purposes  designated  by  “  P.R. 
Assessable  value  for  Special  Sanitary  Purposes  designated  bv 
“  Sp.  San.  P.” 

Total  amount  for  which  precepts  have  been  issued  during  the 
year  for  Special  Sanitary  Purposes  designated  by  “  Exp.” 

N.B. — These  precepts  are  only  issued  when  the  amount  re¬ 
quired  demands  a  rate  of  4d.  in  the  j£. 

Amount  which  represents  the  value  of  a  special  sanitary  rate 
of  id.  in  the  ■£  designated  by  “  M.” 


BICKLEIGH. 

Area  2980.  Pop.  290.  P.R.  ^3270.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^3000 

Exp.  Nil. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  of  the  villages  of  Bickleigh  and 
Roborough  is  very  good,  as  it  is  derived  from  the  Plymouth 
mains  which  pass  through  them. 
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DRAINAGE.  Roborough  is  badly  drained ;  the  sewers 
empty  into  cess-pits,  which  are  very  near  the  houses.  A  good 
sNstem  of  drainage  could  easily  be  constructed,  and  an  admir¬ 
able  site  for  irrigation  could  be  chosen;  but  the  landlords 
are  not  willing  to  grant  the  land. 

Bickleigh. 

There  are  no  public  sewers  here,  nor  are  any  desirable,  as 
the  sewage  from  each  house  is  disposed  of  satisfactorily. 

COMPTON. 

Area'  160.  Pop.  310.  P.R.  ^2109.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^'1945. 
Exp.  j£ 200 .  M.  2s.  id. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good,  being  from  the 
P I \  mouth  mains. 

The  DRAINAGE.  Whilst  the  house  drains  and  village 
sewers  are  good,  vet  thev  still  emptv  into  cess-pits.  These 
however,  will,  I  am  glad  to  say.  now  be  abolished,  as  the  new 
main  sewer  is  reach  to  take  the  sewage  vide  Egg  Buckland. 

EGG  BUCKLAND. 

Area  3149-  Pop.  T220.  P,R.  ^11603.  Sp.  San.  P.  _£'89i8 

Exp.  ^400.  M.  ^32  19s.  4d. 

• 

'I'he  public  WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good.  The  District 
Council,  by  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  have  an 
arrangement  with  the  Plymouth  Town  Council,  by  which  the 
village  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Plymouth  mains. 
During  the  vear  six  additional  houses  have  been  thus  supplied, 
and  the  total  number  now  connected  with  the  mains  is  52, 
including  1  1  supplied  by  meter. 

1  have  had  notices  served  on  the  owners  of  a  few  houses 
to  take  in  the  public  supply,  and  hope  that  before  long  these 
notices  will  be  enforced. 
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The  DRAINAGE  of  the  Village,  which  has  hitherto  gone 
into  a  cesspit  and  so  been  a  source  of  continually  recurring 
nuisance,  is  now,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  carried  to  new  treat¬ 
ment  works  jointly  erected  for  the  two  parishes  of  Compton 
and  Egg  Buckland. 

The  total  cost  of  the  works,  when  all  claims  for  “  com¬ 
pensation  ”  are  settled,  will  be  ^10,540  13s.  od.,  which  will 
be  apportioned  as  follows: — Compton  ^5437  ns.  od.  and 
Egg  Buckland  ,£5103  2s.  od..  The  loans  sanctioned  for  the 
works  by  the  Local  Government  Board  were  respectively 
^3556  and  .£3683.  The  expenditure  has  therefore  been  for 
the  former  /ji88r  ns.  od.,  and  for  the  latter  ^1420  2s.  od. 
in  excess  of  the  loans.  This  will  probably  necessitate  a  fur¬ 
ther  enquiry  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  at  which,  I 
hope,  evidence  will  be  produced  fully  justifying  the  large 
outlay  which  has  been  made. 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Worth,  C.E.,  for  the  following 
description  of  the  sewage  works : — 

“  The  sewage  is  first  conducted  to  a  settling  and  screening 
chamber,  the  size  of  which  is  such  that  nothing  but  gravel 
aaid  similar  heavy  material  is  permitted  to  settle.  The  screen 
has  f-inch  apertures  and  serves  to  intercept  practically  all 
solids  in  the  sewrage  which  have  not  been  broken  down  to  a 
flocculent  condition  by  water  carriage  and  incipient  bacterial 
action  in  the  sewers  themselves. 

The  screening  chamber  is  also  arranged  in  such  manner 
as  to  control  the  destination  of  the  sewage.  Thus  the  tanks  or 
contact  beds  consist  of  two  distinct  sets  of  double  contact 
beds  and  one  set  of  roughing  tanks. 

Either  set  of  double  contact  beds  can,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  person  in  charge,  be  arranged  to  take  the  normal  flow  of 
sewage  and  will  continue  so  to  do  until  either  the  other  set 
is  deliberately  placed  in  action,  or  the  flow  commences  to 
exceed  the  normal.  As  the  flow  exceeds  the  normal  even  by  a 
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slight  amount,  the  excess  passes  over  a  long  byepass  weir  and 
proceeds  to  the  set  of  double  contact  beds  not  then  actually 
in  use.  This  action  continues  until  the  total  flow  incoming 
amounts  to  three  times  the  normal,  at  which  time  each  set  of 
double  contact  beds  is  in  action  and  each  set  is  taking  one 
and  a  half  times  the  normal  flow.  Shortly  previous  to  this 
condition  being  reached  a  second  byepass  weir  comes  into 
action  and  all  excess  over  three  times  the  normal  flow  passes 
to  the  roughing  tanks,  where  it  is  dealt  with  by  single  contact. 
Up  to  six  times  the  normal  flow  all  sewage  is  thus  treated, 
either  bv  double  contact  in  the  ordinary  beds,  or  single 
contact  in  the  roughing.  The  effluent  from  both  double  con¬ 
tact  beds  and  roughing  tanks  passes  to  a  tidal  tank  where 
it  is  stored  and  whence  it  is  only  permittted  to  escape  at  such 
times  as  the  tide  is  falling  at  Longbridge,  which  period  is,  by 
agreement  with  the  Local  Government  Board,  taken  as  ex¬ 
tending  to  one  hour  after  low  water. 

Any  excess  over  six  times  the  dry  weather  flow  is.  if  the 
roughing  tanks  prove  incapable  of  taking  the  whole,  allowed 
to  overflow  from  those  tanks  direct  into  the  outfall  sewer  and 
is  discharged  without  reference  to  the  state  of  the  tide. 

In  order  to  render  the  arrangements  for  regulating  the 
flow  as  sensitive  as  may  be  the  weirs  for  the  ordinary  flow 
are  made  six  inches  in  length  only,  while  the  bye-pass  weirs 
are  six  feet  in  length,  hence  any  excess  flow  is  always  sent  as 
regards  ii/i2ths  of  its  volume  over  the  bye-passes  either  to 
the  second  set  of  beds  or  to  the  roughing  tanks. 

The  double  contact  beds  are  all  18  feet  square  and  4  feet 
in  depth  and  are  arranged  in  sets  of  eight,  four  first  and  four 
second  contact  beds  in  each  set.  Each  set  is  provided  with 
a  dosing  tank,  which  stores  the  flow  of  sewage  until  there  is 
enough  to  half  fill  one  bed,  thus  ensuring  quick  filling.  Messrs. 
Adam  and  Co.’s  automatic  apparatus  is  used  for  filling  and 
emptying  the  contact  beds  and  each  set  of  four  is  so  arranged 
that  one  bed  is  always  filling,  one  standing  full,  one  emptying, 
and  one  standing  empty. 
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Timed  syphons  discharge  the  first  contact  beds  into  the 
second  contact  beds,  a  period  of  two  hours  for  contact  being 
allowed.  In  a  similar  manner  other  timed  syphons  discharge 
the  effluent  from  the  second  contact  beds  to  the  tidal  tanks. 
The  roughing  tanks  are  discharged  by  valves  actuated  by- 
hand,  and  have  no  automatic  apparatus. 

The  tidal  tank  has  a  capacity  of  75,000  gallons  and  needs 
only  to  be  discharged  at  an  interval  of  several  days.  But 
when  the  works  are  in  use  to  their  full  capacity  the  discharge 
will  be  necessan  on  even  tide. 

The  present  amount  of  sewage  coming  to  the  works  is 
only  about  one  quarter  the  amount  for  which  the\  are  de¬ 
signed.  This  largely  arises  from  the  class  of  house  existing 
in  Egg  Buckland  and  in  some  parts  of  Compton.  With  an 
increase  in  the  larger  class  house  the  flow  of  sewage  will  be 
enhanced  out  of  proportion  to  the  number  of  houses  con¬ 
nected.  It  must  also  be  remembered  that  the  villas  on  the 
Lockington  and  Vinston  Estates  have  not  vet  been  connected 
to  the  system. 

The  contact  material  in  the  beds  is  all  gas  works  clinker 
and  breese,  the  first  contact  beds  being  filled  with  material 
of  about  1^  inches  diameter,  and  the  second  contact  beds  with 
material  of  about  f-inch  diameter. 

The  effluent  is  good  and  is  not  liable  to  secondary  de¬ 
composition. 

CORNWOOD. 

Area  10680.  Pop.  980.  P.R.  ^8450.  Sp.  San.  P.  £]&5 2. 
ExP-  £55-  M-  £si- 

WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good  from  the  public  works.  It  is 
taken  from  deep  springs  situated  on  the  fringe  of  Dartmoor, 
and  after  being  collected  in  a  reservoir  is  distributed  throughout 
the  village  by  stand  pipes.  In  a  few  cases  householders  have 
taken  it  into  their  houses. 
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The  villages  of  Corntown  and  Puttypool  also  obtain  water 

from  this  source. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  well  sewered,  the  drain  dis¬ 
charging  into  a  cess-pit  from  whence  the  effluent  is  efficiently 
irrigated  over  grass  land. 

Lutton.  WATER  SUPPLY  very  good  from  public 
works.  The  water  rises  from  uncultivated  upland 
sources,  and  is  thence  piped  to  a  reservoir  and  dis¬ 
tributed  throughout  the  village  from  stand  pipes. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered,  and  the  sewage  is 
piped  to  two  cess-pits  from  which  it  is  irrigated  over  grass 
lands. 

A  few  cess-pit  closets  still  remain,  and  some  cottages  which 
have  plenty  of  garden  ground  have  earth  closets. 

BRIXTON. 

Area  3060.  Pop.  690.  P.R.  ^£'4320.  Sp.  San.  P.  £^2963. 
Exp.  ^200.  M.  £~i2. 

The  public  WATER  SUPPLY  is  derived  from  a  moderatelv 
deep  well,  and  reaches  the  villagers  through  two  public  pumps. 
Whilst  the  quantity  of  water  seems  sufficient  for  ordinarv 
domestic  uses,  yet  it  will,  doubtless,  prove  too  little  for  am 
effective  flushing  of  the  new  sewers  which  have  now  been  laid. 

As  the  well  is  situated  in  a  position  which  renders  the  water 
liable  to  pollution,  I  cannot  but  repeat  m\  previous  advice, 
that  a  new  supply  is  desirable.  During  the  year  work  has 
been  done  to  lessen  the  risk  of  such  pollution. 

DRAINAGE.  Great  improvement  has  been  made  in  this 
matter  during  the  year  for  particulars  of  which  [(lease  refer 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 
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Toore,  Coombe,  and  Hornicombe.  These  hamlets 
are  provided  with  a  good  and  ample  supply  of  water,  which  is 
•distributed  through  public  taps. 

In  neither  of  them  is  there  any  sewage  system,  and  as  all  die 
houses  have  gardens  attached,  I  don't  think  one  is  desirable. 

Spriddlestone.  WATER  SUPPLY  is  from  a  public  pump, 

fixed  over  a  shallow  well.  The  yield  is  sufficient,  and  I  have 
not  yet  found  any  suspicion  of  impurity. 

There  is  one  public  sewer  for  the  discharge  of  slop  water 
into  the  adjoining  orchard. 


ERMINGTON. 

Area  4920.  Pop.  860.  P.R.  ,£5827.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^3866. 

Exp.  ^35-  M.  £\6  2S.  2d. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  The  public  supply  is  from  a  well  which 
yields  plenty  of  water,  which  is  piped  to  a  public  tap.  There 
are  several  other  priv  ate  wells  in  the  village.  The  public  well 
is  situated  so  near  to  the  graveyard  that  I  have  at  intervals 
analysed  die  water,  but  have  found  no  reason  as  vet  to  doubt 
its  purity.  In  spite  of  this,  however,  I  think  efforts  should  be 
made  to  provide  a  public  supply,  sufficient  in  quantity  to 
distribute  thorughout  the  village,  especially  as  many  of  the 
houses  are  now  being  provided  with  water  closets. 

DRAIXAGE.  For  this  purpose  the  village  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  an  eastern  and  a  western.  For  the  western  division 
a  new  system  of  drains  and  sewage  tank  were  constructed 
in  1903.  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  scheme  has  not  proved 
-satisfactory,  the  land  chosen  for  irrigation  having  proved  un¬ 
equal  to  the  work.  A  determined  effort  must  now  be  made  to 
remedy  the  defects,  because  the  accumulation  of  sewage  near 
die  existing  tank  is  dangerous  and  disgusting. 
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For  the  eastern  division  the  present  sewers  will  continue  to 
discharge  the  sewage  into  the  existing  cess-pit,  from  which 
the  effluent  is  irrigated  over  grass  land,  unless,  as  I  hope,  the 
proposed  improvement  of  the  western  svstem  can  be  made  to. 
take  all  the  sewage  of  the  village. 


NEWTON  FERRERS. 

Area  3090.  Pop.  635.  P.R.  ^3 767.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^2809. 

Exp.  ^80.  M.  jQio- 

WATER  SUPPLY.  Again  I  have  to  chronicle  a  vear 
spent  in  efforts  to  solve  the  difficult  question  of  how  to  provide 
a  scheme  by  which  this  village  can  have  a  water  supply  at  a 
cost  at  all  in  proportion  to  its  rateable  value.  The  Committee 
dealing  with  the  question  have  given  much  anxious  thought 
and  careful  consideration  to  every  plan  that  has  been  proposed, 
vet  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  report  any  satisfactory  decision 
being  reached.  Negotiations  are,  however,  now  in  hand,  which 
may  produce  a  scheme  which  the  Committee  may  be  able  to 
recommend,  but  1  fear  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  will  hardly  be  satisfied  by  it,  for  to  find  a  supply 
which  will  \ield  fifteen  gallons  of  water  per  head  per  day 
for  the  present  and  prospective  population,  to  do  all  the 
necessary  work  in  the  wav  the  Local  Government  Board  de¬ 
mands,  and  yet  to  bring  the  cost  of  the  scheme  within  the 
customary  borrowing  powers  of  the  parish  seems  almost  im¬ 
possible.  I  venture  to  suggest  that  a  scheme,  within  the  powers 
of  the  parish  to  carry  out,  shall  be  prepared  and  submitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  so  let  the  decision  rest  with 
that  impartial  tribunal. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered,  but  the  sewers  are 
very  insufficiently  flushed,  especially  during  the  summer,  when 
they  want  if  most.  The  outfall  is  into  the  Newton  Creek,  a 
part  of  the  River  Yealm. 
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There  is  room  for  much  improvement  here,  but  I  feel  it  is 
premature  to  suggest  anything  until  the  water  question  is 
solved. 

Torre  Village.  WATER  SUPPLY.  Quantity  and 
quality  good,  and  distributed  through  the  village  by 
stand-pipes. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  system  of  sewers.  The  closets 
are  on  the  dry  earth  and  cess-pit  system. 

REVELSTOKE. 

Area  1460.  Pop.  410.  P.R.  ^1289.  Sp.  San.  P. 

Exp.  Nil.  M. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  good  in  quality  and  quantity.  It 
is  distributed  by  iron  mains  to  stand-pipes. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered,  but  several  closets 
are  on  the  earth-bucket  and  cess-pit  systems,  and  therefore  not 
connected  with  the  drain.  Some  of  the  houses  are  onlv  just 
above  high-water  mark,  and  one  of  the  sewers  being  also  in 
this  position,  it  is  therefore  inefficiently  flushed.  The  sewage 
is  discharged  into  the  creek,  a  part  of  the  river  Yealm. 

WEMBURY. 

Area  3070.  Pop.  510.  P.R.  £ 2906.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^2354. 
Exp.  Nil.  M.  ^10. 

Knighton.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  derived  from 
three  different  sources,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
its  quality  or  quantity.  It  reaches  the  villagers  through 
public  taps,  which  are  placed  within  reasonable  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  houses.  A  few  householders  have  inde¬ 
pendent  supplies. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered,  the  sewers  discharging 
into  a  cess-pit  from  which  the  effluent  is  irrigated  over  the 
adjoining  land.  As  many  of  the  houses  have  large  gardens 
attached  to  them,  they  are  provided  with  earth  or  cess-pit 
closets. 
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Downthomas.  WATER  SUPPLY.  There  are  two 
public  pumps  which  draw  water  from  two  separate  wells. 
Both  wells  are  efficiently  protected,  and  yield  water 
sufficient  in  quantity  find  good  in  quality.  The  pumps 
are  within  easy  distance  of  the  houses. 

DRAINAGE.  There  are  no  public  sewers,  the  closets  being 
on  the  dry  earth  or  cess-pit  system.  In  one  case  slop  water 
accumulates  near  some  houses  and  causes  a  nuisance.  This 
matter  will  probably  ere  long  result  in  litigation,  to  find  out 
whether  there  is  an  existing  sewer  or  not. 

TAMERTON  FOLIOTT. 

Area  3910.  Pop.  1130.  P.R.  ££448.  Sp.  San.  P.  ££058. 
Exp.  ££20.  M.  ,£'21. 

Tamerton.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  good  and  abundant, 
being  derived  from  the  Ph mouth  mains.  In  addition  there  are 
two  publi<  wells  which,  although  they  are  situated  in  somewhat 
doubtful  positions,  yet  yield  water  in  which  I  have  not  been 
able  to  detect  any  impurity.  There  are  also  some  private  wells. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  sewered,  the  main  discharging 
into  the  Tamerton  Creek. 

Franklin  Cottages.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is 

good  and  abundant  from  the  Plymouth  mains. 

DRAINAGE.  The  slop  water  is  collected  in  a  cess-pit, 
from  which  the  effluent  is  irrigated  over  land.  The  closets  are 
on  the  earth  bucket  system,  and  the  houses  all  have  good 
gardens  attached. 

WESTON  PEVERELL. 

Area  399.  Pop.  200.  P.R.  ££118.  Sp.  San.  P. 

Exp.  Nil. 

Weston  Mill.  Tim  WATER  SUPPLY  is  derived  from  a 
public  well,  which  yields  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  water. 


DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  complete  system  of  public 
sewers.  The  cottages  are  few  in  number,  and  are  chiefly 
provided  with  earth  or  cess-pit  closets. 

HARFORD. 

Area  3680.  Pop.  145.  P.R.  ^1863.  Sp.  San.  P.  Exp.  Nil. 

There  is  no  public  water  supply  as  the  houses  all  have  good 
and  independent  supplies,  either  derived  from  upland  surface 
moor  streams  or  springs.  The  parish  is  also  happy  in  having 
no  drainage  scheme,  nor  is  there  any  necessity  for  one. 

HOLBETON. 

Area  4800.  Pop.  850.  P.R.  ^5008.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^371 1. 
Exp.  Nil.  M.  £15  9s.  2d. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  During  the  year  the  water  supply  has 
been  considerably  increased  by  the  inclusion  of  some  of  the 
springs  in  the  valley  at  a  lower  level  than  those  supplying  the 
existing  reservoir.  These  springs  are  collected  in  a  new  tank 
of  about  2000  gallons’  capacity  and  from  thence  the  water  is 
raised  by  a  windmill-pump  to  the  old  reservoir.  The  pump 
is  capable  of  lifting  about  5000  gallons  of  water  per  day. 

The  work  has  been  planned  by,  and  carried  out  under,  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  C.  Elliott  (Mr.  Mildmay’s  agent)  and  the 
whole  cost  has  been  generously  borne  b\  H.  B.  Mildmay,  Elsq. 

DRAINAGE.  The  village  is  well  sewered,  and  the  sewage 
is  efficiently  and  safeh  disposed  of  by  surface  irrigation. 

ST.  BUDEAUX. 

Area  1560.  Pop.  1935.  P.R.  ^7204.  Sp.  San.  P.  ,£5773. 
Exp.  £o°°-  M.  £23  [5s.  id. 

Crown  Hill  and  Honicknowle.  The  WATER 

SUPPLY  is  ven  good.  It  is  derived  from  the  Plymouth 
mains.  For  Honicknowle  the  District  Council  have 
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guaranteed  a  certain  annual  payment  to  the  Plymouth 
Town  Council  for  that  purpose.  There  are  still  a  few 
isolated  cottages  which  take  water  from  private  wells. 

DRAINAGE.  The  large  and  important  drainage  scheme  has 
just  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  about  £6000.  Beginning 
near  the  Tamar  Inn,  Crownhill,  a  ten-inch  main  sew'er  has 
been  laid  along  'the  valley  to  Honicknowle,  where  ?,t  is 
joined  by  a  sewer  from  that  village,  and  from  the  junction  of 
these  two  a  twelve-inch  sewer  is  laid  to  the  boundary  of  the 
Rural  District  near  Weston  Mill,  where  it  joins  the  Devonport 
system.  The  village  of  Crownhill  has  been  practically  re¬ 
sewered,  as  many  of  the  existing  servers  were  found  to  be  in 
bad  condition.  Before  the  sewage  enters  the  Devonport  sys¬ 
tem  it  will  be  measured  by  a  meter,  jointly  fixed  and  controlled 
by  the  Plympton  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Devonport 
Town  Council,  and  the  former  authority  will  pay  the  latter  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  sewage  so  measured.  The  final 
treatment  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  will  lie  carried  out  by 
the  Devonport  Authority. 

The  completion  of  this  work  is  a  matter  for  much  con¬ 
gratulation,  seeing  that  it  is  not  only  a  sanitary  measure  of  the 
highest  importance,  but  it  will  prevent  those  accumulations 
of  sewage  and  that  pollution  of  the  stream,  which,  together 
have  been  a  standing  menace  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants, 
a  cause  of  much  unsatisfactory  expenditure  by  the  Council, 
and  a  source  of  continual  anxietv  to  me. 


PLYMSTOCK. 

Area  2860.  Pop.  3480.  P.R.  ^12540.  Sp.  San.  P.  10659. 

Exp.  ^575-  M.  £46. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  The  public  supply  is  very  .good  in 
quality  and  quantity.  It  is  derived  from  the  same  source  as 
that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary,  and  the  mains  are  distributed 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  parish  except  the  village  ot 
Staddiscombe. 


During  the  year  43  additional  houses  have  been  supplied 
with  water  and  four  fields. 

On  December  31st,  the  total  number  of  houses  connected 
with  the  mains  was  466,  whilst  other  connections  (including 
houses  and  establishments  having  meters)  bring  the  full  total 
to  53 1- 

There  are  now  comparatively  few  householders  who  do  not 
sufficiently  appreciate  the  luxury  and  convenience  of  this 
public  supph  of  water  to  have  it  laid  on  to  their  houses. 

In  Staddiscombe  there  are  three  public  pumps  placed  in 
convenient  positions  and  yielding  a  good  supply  of  water. 

Pomphlett,  Oreston,  Lower  Hooe,  and  Turn- 
chapel.  DRAINAGE.  These  villages  are  all  sewered, 
and  discharge  their  sewage  into  the  Cattewater.  The 
majority  of  the  houses  possess  water  closets,  mam  of 
which  are,  however,  insufficiently  flushed. 

During  the  year  an  important  piece  of  work  has  been  done 
at  Lower  Hooe.  A  q-inch  main  sewer  has  been  laid  from 
near  the  Baptist  Chapel,  down  the  main  road  to  Harris's 
corner,  and  thence  along  the  foreshore  to  just  beyond  the 
Ro\al  Oak  Inn,  where  it  is  joined  by  another  9-inch  sewer 
from  Yonder  Town.  These  both  discharge  into  a  deposit 
chamber,  from  whence  the  sewage  flows  into  a  septic  tank. 
The  effluent  from  this  tank  then  accumulates  in  an  effluent 
chamber,  from  which  it  discharges  1>\  an  outfall  sewer  twice 
a  day  during  the  ebb  tide. 

This  work  has  enabled  several  smali  outfall  sewers  hitherto 
discharging  rrude  sewage  on  the  foreshore  to  be  abolished, 
and  will,  I  hope,  prove  a  very  satisfactory  and  good  sanitary 
measure.  The  total  cost  has  been  about  ^-£,1000. 

Plymstock.  In  this  village  there  is  one  public 
main  sewer  reaching  from  Court  Farm  to  Elmleigh 
House,  and  from  thence  at  a  right  angle  into  a  field 


belonging  to  Home  Farm,  where  it  discharges  into- 
a  deep  pit.  I  lie  effluent  is  allowed  to  flow  over  the 
adjoining  land  and  hitherto  has  caused  no  nuisance. 

M  he  piece  of  land  over  which  the  effluent  channel  flows 
is  fenced  oft’  from  the  remaindei  of  the  field. 

This  sewer  is  a  well-constructed  piece  of  work  suffi¬ 
ciently  supplied  with  good  manholes  and  will  remain 
as  part  of  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  drainage 
of  the  village,  which  question  is  receiving  the  attention 
of  the  Council  and  of  the  chief  landowner.  There 
are  many  pleasant  building  sites  in  this  village,  the 
development  of  which  is  hindered  onl\  b\  the  want 
of  a  scheme  of  sewerage.  The  chief  landowner  is,  I 
think,  inclined  to  offer  generous  terms  towards  the 
construction  of  such  a  scheme,  and  has  definitely 
selected  a  suitable  piece  of  land  for  disposal  works. 

Elburton.  In  this  village  there  is  only  one  short 
piece  of  sewer  for  the  reception  of  slop  water  onl\ .  As 
building  is  going  on  somewhat  rapidly  here,  and  as 
much  land  is  in  the  market  and  ripe  for  building,  it 
will  be  necessarv  for  the  Council  to  consider  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  a  good  scheme  of  drainage  for  the  village. 
Fortunately  it  is  so  situated  as  to  offer  no  engineering 
difficulties,  and  a  suitable  scheme  should,  therefore, 
easilv  be  formulated.  The  necessity  for  such  a  scheme 
has  been  forcibly  proved  during  the  past  year,  for 
mam  of  the  cess-pits,  and  especially  of  the  new 
houses,  have  been  constantly  overflowing  and  so  caused 
serious  nuisances.  These  cess  pits  have  been  built  in 
accordance  with  the  byelaws  and  at  the  required  dis¬ 
tances  from  the  houses,  but  this  very  fact  has  caused 
them  to  be  placed  generally  at  the  extreme  boundaries 
of  the  pieces  of  land  on  which  the  houses  stand.  In 
consequence  there  is  no  land  left  on  which  the  effluent 
can  be  disposed  of,  nor  on  which  the  cess-pits  contents 
can  safelv  be  placed.  There  seems,  therefore,  no 
alternative  plan  but  to  push  on  a  comprehensive  drain¬ 
age  scheme  as  fast  as  possible. 
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Billacombe,  Higher  Hooe,  and  Staddiscombe. 

In  these  villages  there  are  no  public  sewers  for  reception 
of  anything  but  slop  water. 

ft 

The  majority  of  the  houses,  except  those  which 
possess  cess-pits,  are  supplied  with  earth  closets,  which, 
as  a  rule,  are  kept  in  a  wholesome  condition.  In 
billacombe  the  scavenger  removes  the  contents  of  the 
earth  closets  regularly,  in  the  other  villages  the  house¬ 
holders  dispose  of  it  on  their  gardens. 


PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY. 

Area  11200.  Pop.  4015.  P.R.  ^28609.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^17898. 

Exp.  £725.  M.  £74  ns.  6d. 

The  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY  is  excellent,  and  is  well 
distributed  throughout  Ridgeway,  Colebrook,  Underwood, 
and  Hemerdon.  It  is  derived  from  Bottle  Hill,  on  the 
borders  of  Dartmoor,  being  collected  from  adits  driven  far  into 
the  hillside.  As  the  demands  on  this  supply  are  increasing 
every  year,  it  is  proposed  to  increase  it,  and  during  the  year  a 
considerable  amount  of  investigation  has  been  made  for  that 
purpose. 


Lee  Mill  and  Smithaleigh.  Here  there  is  a  good 
public  supply  taken  from  springs  situated  in  pasture 
land.  It  is  well  distributed. 

Venton.  The  west  end  of  this  village  has  a  satis- 
facton  supplv  of  water  from  a  public  well  and  pump. 
The  east  end  is  from  a  small  spring,  whence  the  water 
is  piped  to  a  tank. 

Sparkwell.  The  public  water  supply  is  a  satisfactory 
one.  It  is  derived  from  a  deep  well,  from  which  the 
water  is  conveyed  to  a  reservoir  and  thence  distributed 
to  various  stand-pipes  in  the  village,  ll  is  also  taken 
into  a  few  of  the  houses. 


DRAINAGE.  Ridgeway,  Colebrook,  and  Under¬ 
wood  have  a  system  of  sewers  from  which  the  sewage  is 
disposed  of  In  irrigation  over  grass  land.  Considerable 
improvements  and  additions  have  been  made  in  the  sewers 
during  the  year,  for  which  please  refer  to  the  Sanifars  In¬ 
spector's  Report. 

Hemerdon.  This  is  sewered,  and  the  sewage 
disposed  of  bv  land  irrigation. 

Lee  Mill.  The  village  is  well  sewered  the  sewers 
discharging  into  a  public  cess-pit,  from  whence  the 
effluent  is  irrigated  over  the  land. 

Venton.  This  is  partly  sewered,  the  remaining  part 
has  earth  closets. 

Spark  well.  This  is  sewered,  the  sewers  discharge 
directlv  on  to  the  land  and  is  disposed  of  b\  irrigation. 

PLYMPTON  ST.  MAURICE. 

Area  170.  Pop.  1135.  P.R.  ,£3548.  Sp.  San.  P.  £'3347. 

Exp.  £ 220 .  M.  £13. 

WATER  SUPPLY  is  excellent  in  quantity  and  quality,  being 
from  the  same  source  as  that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary,  q.v. 

DRAINAGE.  The  sewers  are  part  of  the  same  system  as 
that  of  Plympton  St.  Mary. 

For  account  of  work  done  in  this  parish,  see  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

SHAUGH  PRIOR. 

Area  7170.  Pop.  820.  P.R.  ,£10695.  Sp.  San.  P.  ?. 

Exp.  nil. 

Shaugh.  The  WATER  SUPPLY.  This  is  good 
and  ample,  being  derived  from  springs  and  wells  or 
small  streams  direct  from  the  adjoining  moor. 
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DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  system  of  sewers,  nor  do  I  think 
one  is  desirable.  The  houses  are  provided  with  earth  or  cess¬ 
pit  closets,  and  slop  water  is  disposed  of  on  the  gardens. 

Lee  Moor.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  abundant  in 
quantity  and  good  ip  quality.  It  is  derived  from  the 
adjoining  moor,  and  is  distributed  to  most  of  the  houses 
from  a  reservoir  and  a  good  service  of  pipes.  Such 
houses  as  are  not  (connected  with  the  pipes  have 
independent  supplies. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  public  system  of  sewers,  nor  is 
one  required.  The  majority  of  the  houses  are  provided  with 
earth  closets,  and  have  good  gardens  attached.  The  schools 
and  a  small  block  of  houses  surrounding  them  are  provided 
with  water  closets,  the  sewage  from  which  is  irrigated  over 
adjoining  land. 

YEALMPTON. 

Area  3240.  Pop.  970.  P.R.  ^4298.  Sp.  San.  P.  ^3109. 

Exp.  £I75-  m-  £12  X9S-  id. 

The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  a  public  one.  The  water  is 
derived  from  springs  situated  at  a  high  level  and  in  grass  land. 
A  large  area  of  the  land  around  the  springs  is,  by  agreement, 
kept  free  from  manure.  The  water  is  of  good  qualitv,  and,  as 
far  as  present  experience  goes,  is  of  sufficient  quantity.  It  is 
distributed  through  the  village  from  a  series  of  stand-pipes. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  proved  that  it  is 
unwise  to  erect  stand-pipes  in  a  village.  It  would  have  been 
better  to  have  provided  for  each  house  having  its  own  tap. 

DRAINAGE.  This  is  not  at  all  good.  Most  of  the  sewers 
are  old  and  of  unknown  construction,  except  a  few  which  have 
been  laid  during  recent  years,  which  are  good.  The  sewers 
discharge  into  cess-pits,  from  which  the  effluent  is  irrigated 
over  the  adjoining  land. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  this  question  have 
again  met  the  agent  ot  the  chief  landowner  and  have  arranged 
lor  a  scheme  to  he  prepared  by  which  many  of  the  nuisances 
arising  from  the  present  system  will  he  avoided. 

Yealmbridge.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  bad.  It 
is  derived  from  wells  which  are  markedly  affected  bv  the 
condition  of  the  adjoining  river. 

I  am  glad,  however,  to  report  that  this  supply  will 
soon  he  replaced  by  water  brought  from  the  Yealmpton 
source,  as  an  agreement  has  been  concluded  for  that 
purpose. 


DRAINAGE.  There  is  no  system  of  sewers.  The  houses 
are  supplied  with  earth  or  cess-pit  closets. 

Dunstone.  The  WATER  SUPPLY  is  very  good, 
both  as  regards  quantity  and  qualitv.  It  is  a  public 
one,  and  is  derived  from  springs  situated  at  a  consider¬ 
able  level  above  and  distance  from  the  village.  It  is 
distributed  from  stand-pipes. 

DRAINAGE.  There  is  a  syetem  of  sewers  from  which  the 
sewage  is  irrigated  over  the  land. 


67 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1904. 


BRIXTON.  The  drainage  of  the  western  part  of  Brixton 
Village  has  been  improved  by  laying  down  about  1,000  feet  of 
9-inch  and  850  feet  of  6-inch  stoneware  pipe  sewers.  Fifteen 
manholes  have  been  constructed  at  the  various  points  of 
change  of  line  and  gradient.  The  main  sewer  empties  into 
a  small  “  septic  tank,”  from  which  the  effluent  is  disposed  of 
l>\  irrigation  over,  and  percolation  through,  the  adjoining 
land.  Escape  of  gas  from  the  tank  back  into  the  sewer  is 
prevented  bv  the  insertion  of  an  intercepting  trap  provided 
with  an  air  inlet. 

The  sewers  are  ventilated  by  three  6-inch  shafts  at  various 
points  and  by  the  provision  at  each  house-connection  of  a 
4-inch  shaft  reaching  above  the  eaves  of  the  roof.  No  inter¬ 
ceptors  are  fixed  to  am  of  the  connections  and  hence  there 
is  a  free  passage  of  air  along  the  whole  length  of  the  sewers 
and  drains  and  no  accumulation  of  sewer  gas  can  therefore 
take  place. 

The  sewers  have  been  very  carefully  laid  and  subjected  to 
good  test,  so  as  to  ensure  that  no  ground  water  can  enter 
them,  and  also,  as  much  as  possible,  the  storm  water  is  not 
allowed  to  enter  them.  The  only  available  water  supply  for 
the  flushing  of  these  sewers  is  the  waste  water  from  the  two 
public  pumps,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  employ  manual 
labour  frequently  for  that  purpose.  The  old  western  outfalls 
are  now  abolished  and  both  cess-pits  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
village  have  been  cleaned  out. 
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Twenty-five  houses  have  been  re-drained — each  drain  beintr 
properly  ventilated  and  tested,  and  the  drains  of  nine  other 
houses  have  been  repaired  and  btought  into  the  new  sewer. 

Two  new  closets  have  been  erected,  eleven  new  pedestal 
pans  put  in,  and  fourteen  other  closets  converted  from  the 
old  cess-pits  or  bucket  type  into  water  closets  with  hopper  pans. 

1'he  public  wells,  which  yield  a  good  quantity  of  water  have 
been  cleaned  out  and  repaired,  and  the  surface  around  them 
has  been  raised  to  prevent  surface  pollution.  Special  care 
has  been  given  to  this,  as  both  wells  are  situated  in  positions 
rendering  them  very  liable  to  such  pollution.  Both  pumps 
have  been  put  into  good  order. 

Spriddlestone.  The  pump  has  been  repaired. 

Brixton,  Coombe,  Hornicombe  and  Torre. 

The  water  taps  have  been  repaired. 

BICKLBIGH,  At  Roborough  a  new  drain  and  cess  pit 
for  slop  water  have  been  made,  the  old  cess-pit  closet  abolished, 
and  a  proper  earth  closet  provided  at  Mr.  Hall's  premises. 
Sanitary  improvements  have  been  promised  at  Mr.  Hamley's 
premises. 

The  outfalls  of  the  village  drains  have  been  kept  fairly 
clean  by  the  owner,  but  there  is  a  constantly  recurring  nuisance 
of  drainage  from  the  vard  at  the  Lopes  Arms  flowing  into 
the  highway. 

CORNWOOD.  The  cess  pits  both  at  Lutton  and 
Cornwood  have  been  cleaned  out  and  repaired,  and  the  sewer 
unchoked  and  repaired  near  the  Mountain  Inn,  Lutton.  A 
new  drain  has  been  put  in  at  Mr.  R.  Mumford’s  cottage, 
Lutton,  and  a  defective  drain  repaired  at  Mr.  Xorthmores 
cottage,  Cornwood. 

A  nuisance  has  been  abated  at  Houndle  Cottages  b\  the 
piping  away  of  slop  water,  which  for  some  time  flowed  into  the 
high  way. 
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The  reservoir  at  Lutton  has  been  cleaned  out,  and  the 
public  taps  at  both  Lutton  and  Cornwood  have  been  repaired 
on  several  occasions.  A  supply  of  water  has  been  laid  on 
to  the  Cornwood  Church  and  a  new  house  at  Corntown, 

COMPTON  GIFFORD.  The  sewers  at  Widey  View 
have  been  connected  with  the  new  main  sewer,  and  the  old 
cess-pit  abolished  and  the  outfall  cleaned. 

EGG  BUCKLAND.  The  main  sewers  have  been  con¬ 
nected  to  the  new  system  and  the  old  cess-pit  abolished.  The 
water  is  not  yet  laid  on  to  the  flushers,  and  in  order  to  keep 
the  sewers  cleaned  I  have  had  them  regularly  flushed  by 
hand  and  several  times  disinfected.  The  cess-pit  at  Crownhill 
has  been  cleaned  out. 

Thirteen  houses  have  had  properly  laid  and  ventilated  drains 
put  in  and  tested.  Five  new  water  closets  have  been  erected 
and  nine  others  converted  into  proper  water  closets. 

Riverford  Cottages.  Negotiations  are  taking  place 
with  a  view  of  providing  these  cottages  with  water.  One 
of  the  owners  is  willing  to  grant  a  lease  to  the  District 
Council  for  the  use  of  the  water  on  pavment  of  a 
nominal  sum. 

ERMINGTON.  The  old  cess  pit  at  the  cast  end  of  the 
village  has  been  cleaned  out  and  some  private  drains  repaired. 

The  well  at  Mr.  Stentiford’s  cottages  has  been  protected 
from  pollution. 

Westlake  Pump  has  been  repaired. 

Longbrook  Cottages.  I  have  suggested  a  plan  for 
improving  the  water  supply  of  these  cottages  by  en¬ 
closing  the  present  open  well  and  providing  a  pump. 
Negotiations  are  taking  place  with  the  owners  of  the 

well. 
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Cadleigh  Park.  T  he-cess  pit  has  been  cleared  out, 
and  drains  repaired  at  the  “  Julian  ”  Arms. 

HOLBETON.  The  sewers  have  been  cleaned  and  flushed 
At  Mothecombe  and  Gibb  nine  new  earth  closets  have  been 
erected,  by  which  several  filthy  cess-pits  have  been  abolished. 

The  water  supply  of  this  village  has  been  much  improved 
by  the  generosity  of  the  landlord. 

NEWTON  FERRERS.  The  public  taps  have  been 
repaired.  At  Torre  a  supply  of  water  has  been  laid  on  to 
three  new  houses  from  the  satisfactory  public  supply  of  this 
village. 

PLYMSTOCK.  The  main  sewer  has  been  regularly 
cleaned  and  flushed  and  the  “  pond  "  in  Mr.  Xorthcott’s  field 
fenced  off.  A  nuisance  caused  by  drainage  from  Downhorn 
farmyard  flowing  on  to  the  highway  has  been  abated.  Ex¬ 
tensive  alterations  have  been  made  at  Court  Farm,  including 
new  sanitary  arrangements,  the  drains  from  which  are  con¬ 
nected  with  the  new  sewer.  A  new  drain  has  been  laid  at 
Peek’s  Farm  to  join  the  new  sewer,  and  some  other  houses 
have  also  had  new  drains  provided.  Improvements  have  also 
been  made  in  the  drainage  of  houses  occupied  by  Messrs. 
Mumford  and  Cooke. 

Elburton.  The  cess-pits  at  .Moor  View  have  given 
considerable  trouble  bv  so  frequently  requiring  to  be 
emptied  and  the  small  amount  of  garden  allotted  to 
each  house  has  become  so  sodden  that  the  liquid  soaks 
into  the  adjoining  property. 

Considerable  addition's  and  alterations  havel  been 
made  at  Harleigh  Farm  by  the  entire  renovation  of  the 
slaughterhouse,  erection  of  new  piggeries,  and  pro¬ 
vision  of  new  drains  and  sanitan  arrangements  and  the 
construction  of  a  cess-pit. 
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Staddiscombe  The  public  pumps  have  been  re¬ 
paired  and  a  defect  in  the  water  pipe  leading  to  the 
tank  repaired.  The  supply  of  water  has  been  satisfac¬ 
tory.  The  tank  has  been  washed  out  and  a  cement 
floor  and  drain  put  to  the  front  of  the  higher  pump. 

Oreston.  A  new  drain  has  been  put  in,  and  a  proper 
water  closet  erected  at  Messrs.  Rudd  and  Ellis's.  The 
manholes  near  the  pump  and  in  Pomphlet  Road  have 
been  raised. 

Pomphlett.  The  sewers  have  been  cleared  from 
chokage  and  regularly  flushed. 

H  ooe.  The  sewer  outfalls  have  been  cleaned. 

PLYMPTON  ST.  MAURICE. 

Ridgway.  A  new  piece  of  sewer  has  been  put  down 
from  Rose  Cottages  to  the  Post  Office  and  three  man¬ 
holes  constructed  in  the  place  of  a  very  defective  wall 
sewer. 

Five  houses  have  had  new  drains  put  in  and 
live  others  put  in  good  order.  These  drains  are 
laid  through  the  houses  and  in  the  case  of  new  work 
are  encased  in  concrete.  All  are  properly  ventilated 
and  have  been  tested.  Ten  water  closets  have  been 
put  in  good  order  and  a  new  one  constructed. 

Plympton.  The  sewer  in  Castle  Lane  has  been  re¬ 
paired  and  manholes  raised  in  Tan  Yard  Lane  and 
Market  Place.  The  sewers  and  outfalls  through  the 
Parish  have  been  regularly  cleaned  and  flushed. 

The  public  cess-pits  have  been  cleaned  out  three 
times  and  the  walls  and  top  repaired. 

Properly  laid  and  ventilated  drains  have  been  put 
in  and  water  closets  put  in  good  order  at  Dart  Cottages, 
Powderham  House  and  Cottages,  and  Painswick  House. 
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New  drains,  a  properly  flushed  urinal,  and  two  water 
closets  have  been  provided  at  die  Foresters’  Anns. 
Some  other  houses  have  had  drains,  etc.,  repaired. 

A  nuisance  has  been  remedied  in  Church  Street  by 
the  London  Inn  stables,  having  had  brick  floors  put 
down  and  the  drainage  prevented  from  flowing  unto 
the  public  footpath. 

The  public  water  has  been  laid  on  to  five  cottages 
in  Fore  Street  and  Tan  Yard  Lane,  and  a  badly  situated 
well  closed. 

PLYMPTON  ST.  MARY. 

Ridgway.  The  main  sewers  have  been  repaired,  and 
a  new  system  of  drainage,  urinal,  and  water  closet 
accommodation  have  been  provided  for  the  George 
Hotel.  Properly  laid  and  ventilated  drains  have  been 
put  in  at  2  Moorland  Terrace,  i  Regent  Terrace,  6 
Saltram  Terrace,  and  at  Messrs.  Chubb’s  and  Coish's 
shops,  and  the  drain  and  water  closet  repaired  at 
Slate  House. 

Colebrook.  A  blockage  in  the  main  sewer  caused  by 
sand  getting  in  from  the  road,  has  been  cleared,  and 
new  cover  stones  put  on  near  the  nursery.  A  manhole 
has  been  built  and  the  15-inch  pipe  sewrer  connected 
to  the  old  sewer  running  under  Mrs.  Stephen,  Wheel¬ 
wright’s  shop. 

A  Committee  has  looked  into  the  question  of  some 
alteration  being  made  to  the  large  flush  tank  at  the 
rear  of  Mr.  Stephens’  property,  and  will,  l  think,  when 
a  plan  is  submitted,  recommend  some  improvements 
being  made  in  the  coming  spring. 

The  cess-pit  at  Woodcote  has  been  cleaned  out. 

Underwood.  The  sewers  have  had  some  new  cover 
stones  put  on  and  the  sand  pit  outside  the  Hele  Arms 
has  been  cleaned  out. 


All  the  sewers  throughout  the  village,  where  possible, 
have  been  regularly  cleaned  and  flushed. 

The  tanks  in  Tan  Meadow  and  Mr.  Crossing’s  Marsh 
have  been  twice  cleaned  and  the  contents  limed. 

The  outfall  sewer  from  the  tanks  in  Tan  Meadow 
have  been  extended  by  laying  down  about  1260  feet 
of  1 2-inch  stoneware  socket  pipes  and  constructing 
seven  manholes. 

A  storm  water  overflow  is  provided  near  the  outlet 
of  the  tanks  for  use  in  case  of  heavy  floods.  This 
extension  will,  I  hope,  prevent  any  further  complaint 
from  the  occupants  of  Brookingfield  and  Woodford 
Terraces,  as  the  outfall  now  discharges  more  than  200 
\ards  below  the  nearest  house.  Hitherto  the  discharge 
has  been  some  distance  above  these  houses,  and  there¬ 
fore  had  to  flow  alongside  them. 

Lee  Mill:  The  public  cess-pit  has  been  cleaned  out 
and  the  contents  limed  and  spread  over  land. 

The  outfalls  have  been  regularly  cleaned  and  the 
sewers  flushed. 

The  reservoir  has  been  repaired  and  also  the  taps. 

Venton.  The  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed 
and  the  outfalls  cleaned. 

The  pump  has  been  repaired. 

At  Mount  Pleasant  the  pump  has  been  repaired  and 
the  well  cleaned  out.  This  well  needs  protecting  from 
surface  pollution,  which  takes  place  in  the  case  of 
heavy  rains.  I  have  instructions  to  get  the  work  done 
as  soon  as  permission  is  obtained  from  the  landowner. 

Sparkwell.  The  sewers  have  been  regularly  cleaned 
and  flushed  and  the  outfalls  cleaned.  A  piece  of  sewer 
has  been  repaired  in  the  village. 

The  water  taps  have  been  repaired. 
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Hemerdcn.  I  he  sewers  have  been  regularly 
cleaned  and  flushed  and  the  outfalls  cleaned,  and  the 
waste  water  drain  repaired  under  the  standpipe. 

ST.  BUDEAUX.  The  cess-pits  at  Crownhill  and 
Hontcknowle  have  been  cleaned  out  as  often  as  necessary, 
and  the  outfalls  regularly  cleaned,  and  the  sewers  flushed  and 
disinfected.  The  sewers  in  Horsham  and  Butt  Park  Terrace 
Lane  have  been  repaired. 

Improved  drains  and  closet  accommodation  have  been  car¬ 
ried  out  at  Agaton  Farm. 

REVELSTOKE.  The  outfalls  of  the  sewers  and  the 
beaches  have  been  cleaned  during  the  year,  when  necessarv. 

1  have  met  Mr.  Tilly,  relative  to  protecting  the  water  supply 
at  Bridgend,  and  he  has  promised  that  the  matter  shall 
receive  attention. 

TAMERTON  FOLIOTT.  The  sewers  have  been  regu¬ 
larly  flushed  during  the  year,  but  the  damage  caused  In  the 
storm  water  from  the  highways  has  not  yet  been  removed 
owing  to  the  expenses  of  same  not  having  been  included  in  the 
estimates  for  the  last  year,  but  I  believe  it  will  be  done  during 
the  coming  year. 

New  drains  have  been  put  in  at  Rose  Cottage  and  a  water 
closet  provided  for  the  almshouse,  in  place  of  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  cess-pit. 

Public  Schools.  A  supply  of  water  has  been  laid 
on  to  the  Bovs’  urinal  from  the  Plymouth  mains,  and 
the  drain  from  the  same  carried  into  the  adjoining  field. 

The  drain  has  been  repaired  at  Leaman’s,  and  the 
surface  of  the  courtyard  repaired. 

Complete  svstems  of  drains  and  cess  pits  have  been 
carried  out  at  Oakleigh.  Wardour,  and  Powisland. 
Crownhill,  and  also  at  Looseleigh  Farm,  and  the  water 
supply  at  the  latter  improved. 
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WEMBURY.  At  Knighton  the  cess-pit  has  been  twice 
cleaned  out,  and  the  sewers  regularly  flushed. 

An  additional  earth  closet  has  been  provided  for  the  Alms 
Houses. 

At  Down  Thomas  the  wells  have  been  cleaned  out,  and  the 
top  of  the  western  well  raised  above  the  surface. 

YEALMPTON.  About  60  feet  of  6  inch  pipe  sewer  have 
been  put  down  in  Market  Street,  in  the  place  of  a  defective 
wall  sewer,  which  proved  to  be  leaking  and  soaking  under  the 
floors  of  the  houses.  Although  an  improvement,  it  can  only 
be  regarded  as  a  temporary  one. 

Private  drains  have  been  unchoked  at  Spear’s,  Tucker’s,  and 
Crocker's  cottages,  and  also  at  cottages  Nos.  i,  2,  and  3,  and 
improvements  have  been  made  to  the  drains  of  the  Volunteer 

Inn. 

At  Dunstone  the  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS’  ORDERS. 

During  the  vear  42  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to 
various  cowsheds.  Ten  notices  have  been  served,  setting  out 
details  of  works  required  to  be  done,  and  32  legal  notices 
sent,  showing  that  a  cowkeeper.  dairyman,  or  purveyor  of 
milk  renders  himself  liable  to  a  penalty  of  ^5  for  carrying 
on  such  a  business  without  the  necessary  certificate. 

A  considerable  number  of  improvements  have  been  made 
in  compliance  with  mv  notices,  e.g.  : — An  applicant  was  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Committee  as  having  such  unsatisfactory  pre¬ 
mises,  and  as  being  so  unsuitable  a  person  to  carry  on  a  milk 
business  that  he  has  withdrawn  his  application. 

Three  entirely  new  cowsheds  have  been  built  and  a  number 
of  others  have  been  improved,  or  are  now  undergoing  im¬ 
provement,  whilst  several  others  will  bn  altered  in  the  coming 
spring. 
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The  chief  improvements  to  cowsheds  have  been  by  con- 
stiuction  of  brick  or  concrete  floors,  with  proper  drainage 
channels,  or  by  construction  of  windows  for  better  light  and 
ventilation;  whilst  dairies  have  been  improved  as  follows:— 

(a)  Being  disused  as  larders. 

(b)  Having  improved  water  supplies. 

(c)  Better  drainage  and  provision  of  proper  closet 

accommodation . 

(d)  Removal  of  pigsties  from  near  proximity. 

The  actual  number  of  certificates  now  issued  is  53. 


77 


Houses  Erected  and  Water  Certificates 

granted. 

Brixton  •••  •••  2 

Ermington  ...  ...  •••  4 

Newlon  Ferrers  ...  ...  ’ 

Plymstoek  ...  •••  23 

Total  31 

Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  ...  ...  2 

Closets  erected  or  put  in  good  order  ...  102 

Defective  drains  relaid  and  piped  to  sewer, 

and  in  a  few  cases  to  cess-pits  ...  jo8 

General  nuisances  abated  ...  •••  3 

Houses  or  rooms  fumigated  ...  •••  4° 

Drains  tested  with  smoke  ...  •••  7^ 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  E.  HORTON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


List  of  Places  where  Disinfectants  are  kept , 

And  may  be  obtained  Free  of  Cost. 


Biekleigh 

Brixton 

Cornwood 

Eg-g-  Buektand 
Weston  Peverell  ... 
Plympton  St.  Mary 


Roborough 
Post  Office 
Cornwood  Village 
Lutton 


Weston  Mi 


St.  Budeaux 


Shaugh 

Tamerton 

Ermington 

Holbeton 
Newton  Ferrers 
Wembury 
Yealmpton 

Plymstoek 


Underwood 

Ridgeway 

Colebrook 

Sparkwell 

Lee  Mill 

Venton 

Honicknowle 

Crownhill 


Cadleigh  Park 


Oreston 

Pomphlett 

Elburton 

Hooe 

Tnrnchapel 

Staddiscombe 


Mr.  Rouse 
Mr.  Goad 
Mr.  Shepherd 
Mr.  Cole 
Mr.  Ben  Coiber 
Mr.  Petherick 
Mr.  Horton 

(Sanitary  Inspector) 

Mr.  Tribble 
Mr.  A.  Watts 
Mr.  H.  Gullett 
The  Post  Office 
Mr.  R.  Harper 
Mr.«J.  Lavers 
Mr.  Eairweather 

Mr.  Shears  or 
Mr.  Jasper 

Dr.  Olver 
Mr.  Stephens 
(Coachbuilder) 
The  Post  Office 
The  Post  Office 
Mr.  T.  Worth 
Mr.  Pawley 
Mr.  W.  Cause 
Mr.  E.  Horton 
Mr.  Drake 
Mr.  Robins 
Dr.  Langworthy 
Dr.  Scott 
Mr.  W.  Cooms 
Mr.  Evea 
Mr.  Coleman 
Mr.  A.  Maddick 
Mr.  Bennett 
Air.  J.  Dodridge 


UNDERHILL 
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